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SUBJECT: Report on Operation "REPULSE",
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US Army.

T0 : Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Yashington 25, D. C.

1. Submitted herewith, for your information, is a report prépared by this
headquarters on Operation REPULSE, which was resunply by air and movement of air-
borne troops for the period 23 December to 29 December 1944,‘}nclusive.

i

2. REPUISE is the code name selected by this headquarter§ to identify
these operations.
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3 January 1945

REPORT ON OPLERATTION "REPUISE?

INTRODUCTION.

1, On 16 December 194k, the German srmy began a strenuous drive against
the American front between the First and Ninth US Jdrmies, and proceecded to. make
unanticipated headway. ' At

2, IX Troop Carrier Command, located in England, had just previously
been relieved of most of their air-freight comnitments and was proparing to go
into stremuous air-training-using the XVIII .merican Airborne Corps and the 6th
British fAirborne Division when the German advance began. The 82nd and 101st
fmerican airborne Divisions had becn relieved from the HOLLAND area and were ro-
equipping themselves for further air-training with an eye to future airborne op-
erations. When the news broke and the threat became serious, they were immedia-
tely called from reserve and thrown into the ‘battle in an effort to stop the Ger-
man advance. In the fighting that followed, the 10lst Airborne Division was en-
circled in the town of BASTOGNE, BELGIUM, along with other smaller units that
were encircled elsewhere. Through General PaTTON'S Third Army, the 101st Aire
borne Division made their first request for resupply and SHAEF AIR transmitted
that request to IX Troop Carrier Command, Previous to this request, - the First
irmy had requested resupply to the extent of one hundred and twenty-seven (127)
aireraft loads on 18 December 194k, but weather prevented this mission from be-
ing accomplished. However, twenty-one (21) aircraft had taken off from the
United Kingdom, but were unable to rcach the Drop Zone, consequently, they were
diverted to (-4l on the continent, where they were unloaded.

3. The following report is purely from the tactical angle of the opera-
tion as pertains to the use of Troop Carrier personnel and equipment. Informa-
tion as to what was actually supplied, i.e., in breakdown, will not be available
until the Quartermaster Packing Units can furnish us with this data,

k. Generally specking, the vast majority of this work was accomplished to
resupply the 10lst .Airborne Division, Two (2) minor attcmpts were mede to re-
supply-& group of one thousand (1000) men at IL'RCOURAY, BELGIUM, both -of which
were unsuccessful. One (1) mission was set up for the First Lrmy, but this was
cancelled due to weather. Along with thése aerial resupply missions, IX Troop
Carrier Command was committed to move the 17th wirborne Division to the contin-
ent as rapidly as possible. = SNy ‘
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I. PRELIMINARY STUDY.

1, A thorough study of this Operation was not possible due to the confus-
ed situation that existed at the time original missions were requested, Fortun-
ately, Troop Carrier Units were mainly concentrated on air-training programs and
consequently were available for immediate action., Two (2) Wings were staged in
the United Kingdom and one (1) on the Continent, which afforded operations from
either source in the event the weather should close down on any one. Intelli-
gence information was readily available and accurate, thus aiding greatly in
determining routes safe for Troop Carrier aircraft.

II. OFPERATIONS

1, Operation REPULSE, as conducted by IX Troop Carrier Command, mey be
broken down into the following phases, which are in chronological order:

a., Resupply to the First Army.
b. Resupply to the 10lst Airborne Division,

(1) Pathfinder Activities,

(2) Perachute Resupply.

(a) Summary of Air-lift,

(3) Glider Resupply.

(4) Navigational Aids,

(5) Tactics and Air Support.

(6) Weather Summary.
c.' Resupply .to Isolated Unit at MARCOURAY, BELGIULL
d, Movement of.l7th Adrborne Division to the Continent.
e. Summary of Emergency Missions.

2, Resupply to the First Army.

a., Resupply for Divisions of the First Army was called for through
SHAEF AIR on 18 December 1944, The rc¢quest was for one hundrec and twenty-
seven (127) aircraft loads, but this mission was not accomplished due to ad-
verse weather conditions. However, twenty-one (21) aircraft did depart from
the United Kingdom, but were unable . tom ey he target area and were diverted
to airstrip 1.;;@ { & BOtH TFbof CArrier Wing station on the Continent). This
load was later flown into the 10lst Airborne Division,

L en i
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3« Resupply to the 10lst .irborne Pivision.

a, Pathfinder Lctivities,

(1)

(2)

On 22 December, it was decided to scud 2 pathfinder team into
the BASTOGNE area of the 101lst iirborne Division. This deci-
sion‘was made as soen as it was definite that the 101st Lir-
borne would need aerial resupply. It was felt that with an
instructed pathfinder team on the ground, resupply by air /
could be accomplished under iastrunment conditions as the wea-
ther at this tire was generally poor, and, in extreme emergen-
cigs it is possible to guarantce 70% cffective air-dropped re-
supply. Two (2) circraft and two (2) pathfinder teams of the
101st ‘Airborne QlVlS’On were used, but due to the fact that
weather and tine Adid not pormit subsequunt resupply serials to
fly thet day, this mission was postponed until the morning of
23 Decenmber 194k at which time the two (2) pathfinder aircraft
of IX Troop Carrier Command Pathfinder Group were dispatched
to the Drop Zone and accomplished their mission. The lead
ship of this tWo (2) ship clement checked the results of their
work by flylnﬁ ‘back on course a half hour after dropping and
using the aids as set wup by the tean on the ground, This was
the only tactical use of the pathfinder- “1rcruft~uur1ng this
entire emergency roesupply period;

Other missions accomplished by the Pathfinder Group were
tactical resupply missisns as follows:

(2) 23 December 1944 = 40 aircraft.
(b) 24 December 1944 - 6 aircraft,
(c) 27 December 194k - 7 aircraft.,

These aircraft were dispatched in the movement of the
17th firborne Division. It was also decided that in the
event weather should cloge down the United Kingdom, but
still enabling the 50th Troop Carriecr Wing to .fly from
the continent that it would be wise to have pathfinder
aircraft and teams available on the continent. Conse-
quently, three (3) aircraft and three (3) teams of the
101st sairborne Division were dispatched on 25 December

" 1944 to the 50th Troop Carrier Wing to come under their
operational control, and to be used as and when deemed
necessary. To date, they have not been called for, bub
are available,
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(3) Routes.

(a) ' All pathfinder aircraft used the following routes:

Take-off airfield CHALGROVE, UK
Command Departure Point BEACHY HE.AD, UK
Landfall LE TREPORT, FRANCE
Turning Point ATRSTRIP A-62
Initial Point LEGIISE

Drop Zone P 439817

(4) Battle Damage.

(2) From a total of forty-two (42) aircraft dispatched,
thirty-five (35) suffered battle damage, four (4)
crashed, and three (3) returned undamaged., For a com-
plete analysis of actual battle doamages sustained,
see Annex No. 1, "Battle Damage Report of IX Troop
Caerrier Pathfinder Group.

4. Parachute Resupply.

a, The work of parachute resupply constituted the majority of air sup-
ply missions flown. It is believed, at this writing, that the total tonnage
dropped, to the 10lst iirborne Division exceeds the resupply missions accomplish-
ed in HOLLAND. A brief summary of the parachute resupply serials flown to the
101st ajrborne Division is as follows

DATE ATRCRART LOSRLS ‘ﬂ SUCCLSS
23 December 4L 262 8 98.0
2l December Lk 161 0 100.0
25 December L 0 0 0.0
26 December L 289 1 100,0
27 December Ll 138 S0 100.0
TOTAL 850 9

°
b. Routes,

(1) The first twenty-one (21) parachute resupply aircraft to fly
into the 10lst Airborne Division at BASTOGNE after the path-
finder aircraft were from stations on the Continent. These
aircraft flew direct to »-78, then on to the Drop Zone, which
is an approach from the West and required them to fly over
enemy territory longer than if a dircct approach from the
South had been made., These aircraft suffered battle damage
and lost one (1) aircraft shot down over the Drop Zone,



(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
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Shortly after the above, two. hundred and forty-onc.(24l) air-
craft from the United Kingdom approached the Drop Zone at
BASTOGNE from the South, using 4-91 as their Initial Point.
These aireraft approcched 4i-91 direct from the United Kingdom
(see Navigition Diagram, dnnex No, 2). Losses sustained by
this flight were seven (7) aircraft. This route was changed
on the following operation only to the extent that the Initial
Point was sited further cast at MONTIEDY., This route was used
for all subsequent parachute resupply to the 10lst iLdrborne
Division from the United Kingdom. The rcason for changing the
Initial Point was due to the tactieal situation which had caus-
ed an inverted "V" to be formed above BASTOGNE (as the eneny
closed off the city), thereby leaving only the area between its
apex apen to Troop Carricr Cormdnd ‘as & route comparatively
free of enemy flak,

Parachute serials were built up out of aircraft available at
the time missions were requested, and due to the extremely
poor weather, it was never auite possible to tell just how many
aircraft would be obtaina2ble at any given period due to the
fact that some Troop Carricr stations would be clesed down
with one hundred (100) yords or less, visibility due to heavy
fog, while others would be flyable. uslso, once aircraft were
dispatched, ¥t was impossible to tell whether they would be
able to return to the United Eingdom again. lany aireraft had
to be diverted to stations on the Continent and to stations
other than their own in the United Kingdon.

Credit rust be given here for the extrencly meritorious way in
which the 490th {uartermaster Unit wholcheartedly worked Im
order to make this mission & suceess,  This unit packed and
loaded all the containers for all the drops on shortest notice,
and even managed to move 2 unit of their organizotion, plus
equipment, to the Continont in order to work from there.

On_26 December 194, combat crews of IX Troop Carrier Command
accomplished one of the outstonding missions. Two hundred
eighty-nine (289) aircraft took off on instruménts and assembl-
ed on top of the fog and proceeded to complete their mission
and return to lingland, wherc weather conditions were only part-
ially better than at the tdme of take-off.
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Summary of Air Lift.

(1)

. (2)

(3)

(%)

23 December 194L.

(a) Parachute Delivery

Juartermaster L0 Tons
Ordnance 1795
Medieal 5 i
P O 12 Y
Total 242 Tons

(p) A4irlanded
Ordnance 12% Tons

2l December 194k,

(&) Parachute Delivery
Ordnance 234% Tons
Signal z "
E0 I 6? i
Ordnance AT
Ordnance g8

Total 266 Tons

25 December 1944,

(a) Parachute Delivery
Nil

¢v) airlanded
Ordnance 27 Tons

26 December 1944.

() Parachute Delivery
Quartermaster 20% Tons
ledical 3z g
Ordnance Sy
POL TNy
Signal b

"3

NG ASTHEIR s

*

For 101st &/B Div
n
n

For Ground Forces

For 10lst A/B Div

For 10lst A/B Div
n

For Ground Forces
For 10lst 4/B Div
For Ground Forces

For 101st i/B Div

Tor 10lst 4/B Div
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(5

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

5« Glider Resupply.

2 e ‘“”‘iﬁlﬁ?niﬂm

() Parachute Delivery

Ordnance 118? Tons For 101st /B Dix
B0k 'T‘ons Y
Total 1262 Tons

28 December 194,

(a) Parachute Delivery

Nil
(b) Airlanded
Medicel 10 Tons = For 10lst 4/B Div

Parachute Delivery for 101st /B Division.

Quartermaster # Tons
Ordnance 626 !
lledical Eﬁ- P
Signal h7§ i
PO L - RS o e

TOTALS 770% Tons

Parachute Delivery for Ground Units.

POL - 18% Tons
Ordnance MES AL
TOTALS 36% Tons

Airlanded. Supplies for 10lst 4i/B Division.

Ordnance 39% Tons
liedical oo e
TOT.LS L9% Tons

-~

e Onithe nIth .of 25 December 1944, it was requested by SHIEF that
resupply for the following day was imperative inasmuch @s no aircraft had {lown
on 25 December 194k, due to all stations in the United Kingdom haviang less than

g7 =



one hundred (100) yards average visibility in hecvy fog, 4lso, it was anticipat-
ed that weather would continué@ to keep all aircraft grounded in the United King-
dom on 26 December 1944, Consequently, it was decided to prepare the 50th Troop
carricr Wing on the continent for resurply. This offered another problem, as
parachute containers were not available on the continent. i parspacking unit had
been alerted to be sent to the continent and loaded in the United Kingdom, buf
this too was héld up aue to weather, The only solution to all thcse nroblems was
to usc_gliders, whosc loading would be no problem, &s supplies had been delivered
to Troop Carrier airfield LA-50, an the contincnt.

be The glider serials flown from #-50 were as follows:!

Morning - 26 Dec Lk 1 glider - Medical personncl
and equipnent
Afternoon - 26 Dec 44y 10 gliders OSupplies

27 Dec 44 50 gliders OSupplies

NOTE: Missions for 26 December Ll were 100%
successful, Mission for 27 December
1941 was 70% successful.

c. It is interesting to note that some of these gliders were the same
gliders that had participated in Operations MARKET and NEPTUNE. Some gliders,
used in Operation MIRKET, af'ter being rebuilt at Troop Carrier Cormand Reclam-
ation Wing at SON, HOIImND, were evacuated and flown to the 50th Troop Carrier
Wing at 4-39 on the Continent.,

d. A study of possible glider landing zones in the B4LSTOGNE arca
showed good possibilities for glider work. This was later verified when photo-
graphs were available,

¢. Routes,

(1) The route flown by the glider scrials of the 50th Troop Car-
rier Wing was as proposcd by the .dvenced Headquarters, Ninth
Air Force, who were in a position to know the disposition of
eneriy troops accurately. This route,.with variances in take-
off airdromes, was generally as follows:

From 50th Wing area to VP 281060, MONTIEDY, then
to a point P 3345, then to a point P 4555, then
directly to the Drop Zone just North of the town
of BLSTOGNE, P L39817.

ALl scrm&lﬂ* e a left turn after releasc and returncd on a
rccxprocal cog e, This route did not correspond to the para--
o
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chute ajircraft route, but was belicved safe at the time, due to the
fact that aircraft and gliders expericnced no difficulty on the op-
eration of 26 Deceaber 1944,

f« Formetions.

(1) Glider formations flown were not orthodox troop carrier forma-

" 7 tions, due to difficulty in weather., Two ship elements,' ech-
g¢loned to the right were used because the corridor was thought
to be narrow and difficulty was alsc anticipated in loading
and take-off. This proved satisfactory for the initial day
operations where small numbers were involved, but for the
scoond days work, it was felt that the normal four ship ele-
ment, echeloned to the right, would have proved less disaster-
ous, The points to be brought out arc as follows:

(2) That the glider serial required, was of fifty (50) air-
craft, which is a normalsoperations scrial,

(b) That such a seriel, flewan in clements of two (2), re-
quired twice the. tlme to pass over & piven point, or
twelve (12) minutcs, i.6., six (6) minutes additional
exposure to encmy fire,

(e¢) That such a serial, flown in elemonts of four, echeloned
to the right, required only six (6) minutes to pass over
a given point. :

e (d) That by this experience, we have further confirnmed the
desirability of glider serials flown in four (4) ship
glerents, ocheloncd to the rlnht.

g. letitudcs . \

(1) 4ltitudes flown were seven hundred (760) feet above the sur-
; face of the ground,

6, Navigational aids.

a, Hission REFUISE devecloped with such rapidity that it was impossible
to install the usual thorough Troop Carricr route navigational aids. Also, the
continuation of the mission was so uncertain, the commitments so variable, and
the route so changeable, that it was considered impractical to establish flxed
route aids on the Contlncnt In view of the many cstablishod navipational aids
already operating in the United Kingdom ond on the Continent, the Pathfinder
Group was called on to place an QZ__bewcon and an Burcka bcwcon on 4i=~70 for air-

landing of fhe 17th Jjirborne Diyision. /ilso, the 52nd Troop Lorrier Wing placed

a control team on =70 to control and direct traffic. IMIDNITE airway nids vere
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used to air land 17th 4irborne Division troops on 4-70 and #A-63 at night., This
is a milestone in the application of imerican peacetime flying technigue to tac-
tical use upan the war torn Contincnt of Eurcpe., This rcpresents the first time
2 lighted airway has been used to transport airborne troops to within seventy-
five (75) miles-of the enemy lines. MIDNITE oids were also used ia the diver-
sion of United Kingdom based aireraft to the 50th Wing area on the Contineént.
This was utilized when United Kinpgdom weather folded below londing minimums at
night. TFor complete informétion on MIDNITE routes, sec Lnnex No. 3.

b. The Pathfinder Group was 2lso called on to establish navigational
and target-'aids in the area held by the 10lst Airborne Division at BASTOGNE:
The 10lst Pathfinder Detachment was dropped on DZ "O" on 23 December 1944. Their
equipment was as follows:

Channel Color Code

6 ea Bureka' EC - 0
4 ea CRN-4 1558 - -
1l e&¢ Bureka Battery: - - -
1 ea CRN-4 Battery - - - -
14 ez Panels "T"- - Red -
14 ea’ Panels, Letter * - White 0
14 ea Hdélophane Lights - Red 0
L ea Case Smoke Grenades - - Red -

c. Troop Carrier units were enthusiastic in their reports concern-
ing the high percentage of successful utilizetion of the aids on the DZ located
in the BASTOGNE area, Also, the¢ aids shown in Annex No 3 were indispensable in
maintaining operational control of the large number of oircraft involved in
this Oneration, VHF stations, located at ASHFORD and FORD, were indispensalie
in aircraft divefsions coused by poor weather at' terminal bases in the United
Kingdom.

d, In conclusion, it is felt that the utilization of available navi-
gational aids already in operation was highly instrumental in the successful re-
supply of the 10lst JAirborne Division. 4lso, the ailds established on the DZ
were indispensable to the sucecessful outcome of Operation REFULSE.

7. Tactics fnd air Support.

a. Normal Troop Carrier tactics werc used on all of the parachute
resupply missions, The basic element of flight was a thrgg_ﬂj)_§bgpﬂEYﬂgbuilt
up into,a.ninam§9% ship formation. Glider missions werc flown in echelon to
the right, two (2) ship flights, This is not SOP, but due to circumstances,
it was thought best ot the time (see par 5f, "Glider Formations'),

b, Close cooperation was furnished by fighfer ané fighter-bombers

of the Ninth Air Force, who did an exccllent job of close cover and strafing
of gunfiring positions., It was fortuncte that cormunications were good from

pemm” T *A”‘ﬂnw'
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IX troop Carricr Command Headguarters to Ninth Air Force Headquarters near Tuxem-
bourg. Contact was kept up 2ll during thc operations, and cover was laid on by
giving Ninth Air Force the times over thc Initial Point for each troop carrier
serial, Ninth Air Force dispatched their fighters to pick up the inceming serials
and also to provide area cover for the time Trva Carrier aircraft were in the
deanger area. The number of fighter aircraft igvolved was'a decision of Ninth

Air Force, who had numerous otheér missions to accomplish and consequcntly, had

to allot their aircraft in accordance with the priority of cach mission.

Rl |

8. Weather Summary.

&, 21 December 194,

The high pressure ridge, extending from the strong high over Russia
to the Azores across northern France, was maintained during the day. A rather
weak occluded front lay NS across castern England in morning and moved slowly
East into the North bca during the day. Very poor conditions were forecast for
most of France and Low Countrics when low stratus cloud and poor visibility were
expected and very poor cloud conditions in and ahead of front over England., 50th
Wing area had wvisibilities in morning at less than a mile and much cloud during
the day with ceilings often less than 1000 feet above ground, 52nd and 53rd Wing:
bases had much low cloud at less than 800-1000 feet above ground in AM with some
large patuhos persisting at these levels in Fii, Vlslbllltlcs were generally 800~
2000 yards during daye. The passage of the occlusion across eastern England was'

. of little assistance in improving the wcather conditions over the Isles as the
warmer, moist air, follewing the front, was conducive to prolonged poor visibility
and low cloud., A warm front moved quickly over Ireland onto England after dusk
while late in the day the ridge appeared to be developing further and forming a
center just SW of England, precursory of a long period of stagnant weather.

be 22 December 194,

The occlusion, which has passed into the North Sea, moved on fur-
ther ecast very slowly to a line Denmark to Paris, toru Low Countries., The warm
front from the west penetrated to eéastern England at dawn, - These two fronts in-
troduced moist, stable air onto the Isles, which, combined with the increased
building up of pressure over the ridge from Russia through northern France to
the Azores, warranted & rather pessimestic outlook. Tt was oObvious that the cold
front, approaching the Isles from the Atla ntic, could not expect to penetrate
the strong high pressure and move over the Islcs with an outbreak of fresher air
and better flylna conditions, . Very poor visib 111ty and much low cloud was.fore-
cast for the day with only moderate improvements in visibility in afternoon,
Visibility ranged 500-2500 yards over inglaind and 1 - 3 miles over the continent
with much cloud, commonly less than 600-1000 fect above ground and with light
rain in frontal zones. It becume evident letcr. in the day that the high pressure
cerniter SW of the Isles was moving slowly NE and beginning to force the two fronts
which had moved to Denmark=Central Prance and to Bast Anglia to stop and move
backwards from B to W wvery slowly, recrossing areas previcusly crossed W to E.
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Although the fronts were becoming very weak and diffused, their continued pre-
sence over the area was conducive to persistent low cloud and poor visibility.
The easterly flow from the Russian high was just heginning t¢ inject colder and
drier air over the central part of France, This affect was counted on as likely
to improve conditions over the battle areas and France, which f>r the last sev-
eral days, had generally been slow operational limits, especially over NE France
and Fastern England,

Cc. 23 December 194,

The improved conditions expected over battle areas and much of
Prance as a further incursiocn of ccld and dry air moved in from the east and
reduced cloud to scattered amounts and increased visibility to 1 - 4 miles in
50th Wing area., The fronts backing up from east to west over the areas lost
their identity during the dmy, but the strength of the hlgh pressure over the
Isles precluded any incursion of drier or colder sir and the very poor visibi-
lity of 1000-1500 yards with considerable stratus cloud at less than 800 fcut
above ground was maintained, These conditions affected 52nd and 53rd Wing bas
the entire day.

de 24 December 194,

The high pressuve area shifted its I-W axis slightly north during
the night and provided extreme southern England with a drier air improving vis-
ibility much the same as had becn over France and battle areas. Some radiational
early morning fog was over the continent and 50th Wing with improvement in late
morning to 2 -« 4 milcs and with small cumulus cloud developing.  The 52nd Wing
arca remained near the center of high pressure and & persistent fog and mist
condition was thereby forecast due to the lack of circulation and strong temper-
ature inversion forming above the surface with smoke-laden, cold, moist air held
to the first few hundred feet with subsidence beginning to reduce cloud above to
nil. 53rd Wing, partially affected by the incursion of eastgrlles ww rnuch im-
proved with visibility of 2 - 3 miles and 1little cloud.

¢, 25 December 194k, -

A slight decrease of pressure weakened the high pressure over the
isles and adjacent continent to allow an Atlantic cold front to finally drive
into the Isles as far as norther England, but the ridge of high pressure gener-
ally held firm and similar conditions as to the 24th occurred with 50th Wlng
having nil cloud and visibility Z - 4 miles. 53rd Wing was affected by melting
frost to deteériorate in wvisibility in afternoon although no more cloud existed
in the dry upper air over the 52nd Wing arca, ‘the sharp inversion and calm main-
tained the very foggy conditions.

. 26 December 194l

The high pressure over the Isles declined further, but the posi-
tion of the ridge from Russia to Azores was unchanged and censequently, the



forecast was made for continued stagnant conditions with WlQCSprbaQ mornlng fog
and mist with afterncon improvements, mainly over the continent scuth of Low. ot
Countries; and Wltn cloudless skies. 52nd ané 53rd Wings were affected by per-
-sistent fog and mist, visibility gencrally less than 1000 yards all day.

£ j27'Deceﬁber 194#.

The hlgh pressure finally declined enough to allow mhe_punetratlon
yof & cold front, rather weak idto England fram the NI and a slow progress was
'pide by the frrnt to reach scuth const Encland by midnight, Ahead of the front

harlng the day, the 52nd amd 53rd Wings were nqt affected with'elearer airland
visibility of 100-2000 yards were maintained during the afternocon after intense
morning fog conditions. Radiation fog over continént, most iserious ever Low
Coyptries and I3 France and smoke areas kept pcrﬁtlonul v151b111tips dovin. mosti.
of the day, although 50th Wing recovercd tu & mile from merning fog,  "Small
amounts of cloud over srea, aside from lifted fogiloeally in form of. stratusy
The advent’ of & ridge to move SW-NE over Isles was forecgstpu for the following!d
day with moderate improvement effectced by the cold front. which was expected to
move furthcr south into France.

*r

9&1 Resupply to Isclated Unit atb LARCURAY EhlGIUM. : Nl

a, 1In accordance with the following mcssage from SHAEF AIR and rc-
ceived at Troop Carrier Command Headguarters on the morning of 2% Qecaabeg 9h4,
two (2) missions were ;attempted. The message is as followss

o
"THey want 4000 gallons of gasoline; M/T 80, and medi-
cal -supplies for 1000 men in suitable vququ. Approx—
imately four battl ions trapped, location P 439817,
town of MARCOURT. - Town all in our hands and a drop

any place in the town will be 0K, There is an identi-
fying circle which is about 60 yards in diameter, color
of circle is cerise. This messasze was received at
Versailles at EBCEOO."

be Fifty (50) aircraft were required for this mission, but due to
to the fact that the mission was requested on 23 December to fly cn the same
day, only thirty (30) ‘eircraft were able to. be loaded, FRirst, there was a mis-
understanding in repgards to the above message received, & it proved the co-'
m

ordinates given were pot for tho foyn of MARCO :
Sf & milc oast of MARCQURT owever, the Trnor ‘Carrier serial of aircraft flew

_to the point of the coordinates and Lrunpuc, but unfortunately they were some
four and one-half (4%) miles south of their target - MARCOURAY, = The encircled
men, Who we were trying to resupply, observed this drope It m&y be assumed that
the enemy roceived these supplics. Previous to this mission the discussion of
whether to drop & pathfinder tean in the town came up and it was decided that
their efficiency would be reduced to incffectivencss due to casu dlties from the
drop and broken equipment when these men tried to lend in & town.

bqngﬁg y!‘ mmqw!g'
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(1) The route flown was as follows:

Take off UNITED KINGDOM
Landfall CAP GRIZ NBEZ
Tnitial Point A-86-C \

» \J -
After dropping on the Drop Zone, a left turn was-made and the
return was made on & reciproenl course,

d. Results.

(1) of fifty (50) ships requested, twenty-nine (29) took-off,
twenty-three (23) delivered, two (2) were shot down, two
(2) were diverted to A-83 due to battle damege, one (1)
aircraft RON at A-71, and one (1) aircraft is missing.

10. Movement of the 17th Airbornc Division to the Continent.

a, On 21 Deccmber 1944, this Commamc was notified by First Allied
airborne army to move the 17th Aimborne Dlvisfon to FRANCE, This sudden move
was due to the enemy situation followigg dhe German thrust through the First
Army's lines. It was necessary to Agliger these troops to the forward area by
the fastest available means.: It %as @ Troop Carrier job and the decided method
was to be air landings on forwamd safdromes in FR.ICE,

b. A brief* ¢onference was held with the G-3, 17th Airborne Division,
Seven (7) Troop Carrier airdrcmes in the United Kingdom, near the 17th Airborne
Division, were chosen as the loading airdromes to be used for the tactical move,
Seven (73 forward airdromes in FRANCE wq;e‘a;oo chosen when _information was re-
ceived where those troops wers $o be employed. . liaison officer from the 17th
Airborne Division arrived at $his headquarters to coordinate the move. Because
of the high commitments of the 53rd Troop Carrier ding in the task of resupply
missions for the 10Ist Lirborne Division and other fighting troops in the line,
it was necessary to draw the bulk of the a;rcraft from the Pathfinder Group,
50th and 52nd Troop Carrier Wings for this mission stationed in the United King-
dom. The following is a list of the airdromes in the United Kingdom and FRANCE
which were to be used in transporting the 17th Airborne Division to the forward
area,

UNITED KINGDOM FRANCE
Menmbury Welford A-63 A=39
Ramsbury Greenham Common £=T9 £2-40
Chilbolton Chalgrove A-68 A=kl
Aldermaston A £-70
E%ﬁWﬁgﬁ"ﬁ R &9y o
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With the information on hand, & movement table was preparcd and the tactieal
move-of - the 17th, Airborne Division, by units of IX Troop Carricr Command was

set up and ready to go. =

——
.

c. On 23 December 194k, the air 1ift of the 17th airborne Division
began. The following is a daily summary of this move:

d. 23 December 194,

(1) Ninety-four (94) aireraft (84 from CHILBOLION and 10 from
AIDERMiSTON) of the 50th Wing were utilized to lift men
and equipment to L-70,

e, 24 December 194L4,

(1) Pive hunired and forty (540) aircraft were utilized on this
day to 1ift men anc equipment to the Far Shore.

(2) The 50th Wing participate? -in the following:

(=)

(B)
(¢)
(a)

Bighty-nine (89) aircraft airlanded personnel and equip-
ment from AIDERVGSTON to =79

Sixty (60) aircraft from CHALGROVE to 4-70
Seventy (70) aireraft from CHILBOLION to #-70.

Thirteen (13) aircraft from GREENFI! COMION to 4A-63.

(3) The 52nd Wing liftcd the following in daylight hours:

()

(©)
(e)
0.5 CLEay
(e)

(£)

Forty-six (46? aircraft air landed- personncl and equip-
ment from MEMBURY to A-=79..

Ninet‘y—or;e (91) aircraft from CI-[[LBOLTOI-I"‘GO 4=70,
Seven (7) airceraft from WELFORD to 4i=39.

Fifty (50) aircraft from RAMSBURY to A-68.

Two (2) aireraft from GREENHA COMION to i-63 (in 2ddi-
tion, two (2) aircraft abortel due to engine trouble and

six were loaded, but did not teke-off).

During hours of darkness, using the MIDNITE routes with
navigation facilities the 52nd Wing lifted the following:

1. Seventy-two (72) aircraft (2 from-MEMBURY and 70 from
WEIFORD) delivered personnel and equipment to 4-79.

gy 1 [ COTLIET



2, Twenty-seven (27) aircraft from GREENH/AM COMION to
11‘630

(4) The 53rd Wing lifted the following:

(a) oOne (1) aircraft transported personnel and equipment from
GREENHAM COMMON to fi-63.

(b) Ten (10) aircraft from WELFORD to A=63,
(e) Two (2) aircraft from WELFORD to /~39.

f. 25 December 194,

(1) Five (5) aircraft of the 50th Wing airlanded personnel and.
equipment from CHILBOLTON to £4-70.

g. 26 December l9h4.

(1) Two hundred and fourteen (214) aircraft were dispatched by the
50th and 52nd Wings to lift personnel and equipment as follows:

" (a) . Seventy-two (72) aircraft from CHILBOLTON to #4-70.
(b) Nineteen (19) aircraft from GRELNH:GI COIBON to /i=70.
(c) Sixty-one (61) aircraft from MEMBURY to £-79.

(d) Forty-nine (49) aircraft from RIISBURY to 4-63.
(e) Thirteen (13) aircraft from WEIFORD to A-79.

h. 27 December 1944.

(1) ©One hundred fourtecn (1l4) aircraft (107 from 52nd Ving and
7 from Pathfinder Group) air landed personnel and equipment
of the 17th Airborne Division on the Far Shore as follows:
(2) Thirty-two (32) aircraft from CHALGROVE to A-70.

(b) Forty (40) aircraft from RAMSBURY to A-63.
(e¢) Two (2) aircraft from WELFORD to A-70.
(d) Forty (40) aircraft from MEMBURY to 4-79.

i. 28 December 1944.‘

(1) Inclement weather prevented 1ny movement of the 17th airborne
Division this.day. - ... = mer o




(1) One hundred ‘and forty-three (143) aircraft of thc 50th, 52nd
and 53rd Troop Carrier Wings airlapnded personnel and eguipment
from the United Kingdem to .-63 and 4=79¢ This completed the
movement of the 17th Afrborne Division, ' B

11. Summary of Emercency Ilfissions.

a. The following is a caily summary of the acitivities of the IX
Troop Carrier Command in connection with the movement of the 17th lLirborne
Division to the Far Shore, and the resup»ly of the US iLirborne troops and
other isnlated units:

DuTE A/B Unit o+IRCRAFT  GLIDERS  LOSSES
23 Dec 4l 101st Div Resupply from UK 241 i
101st Div ‘Resupply from Far Shore 21 il
1000 Troops Resupprly from UK 23 2
at MiRCOUR.Y
17th Div Troops, Lguipment,UK ok I
379 10
2l Dec Ul 101st Div Resupply from UK 161 0
1000 troops Resupply from UK 36 )
at MRCOURLY
17th Div Troops, #squipment, UK 540 0
18th Corps Hq Troops, squipment, UK 7 0
Det 490 QM Co Troops, Equipment, UK 6 ¢
750 0
25-Dec 44 _ 17th Div Troops, Lguipment, UK hL 0
3 5 0
26 Dec L4 101st Div Med Supplies, Far Shore 1 1 0
10lst Div Resupply from Far Shore 10 10 a/ec O
: _ Gli-Unknown
101st Div Resupply: from UK 289 1
17th Div Troops, Bauipment, UK 214 0
& Det 490 QUC Troops, #quipmeént, UK 17 0
18 Corps Hg Troops, Equipment, UK 6 4O
: 537 11 1
® '
27 Dec 44 ', 10lst Div Resupply from UK 138
*-101lst Div Resupply from IFar Shore 50 50 13
17th Div Troops, i vipment, UK - 11k :
Det 490 QMC Troops, Bguipment, UK -4

A 306 . 50 13

29 Dec by 17th Div Troops, Equipm B
Det 490 QUIC Troops: Equlp:;%!ﬁ, %2” g Fn
s 5 By
AT

17—
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b. The evacuation é?’égéégiti
United Kingdom was not helted during these operations.

the Continent to bases in the
The aircraft ferrying the

17th Airborne Division, after discharging their loads, were re-routed to evac-
uation airfields and returned the following number of patients to the United King-
dome on dates indicated:

2% December 194 . 878

2l December 194l 531

25 December 194 0]

26 December 1944 95l

27 December 1944 908

29 December 1944 1993
TOTLL 526M

¢c. lovement of the 17th Airborne Division from GREENH.II COIMON area

in the United Kingdom to REIMS ares consisted of 13,397 personncl.

in additional

one hundred and eighty seven (187) aircraft will be required to move personal

equipment.

Tocal
Total
Total
Total
Total
Total

NOTE: (+)

ANNEXES

Tonnage 1427 Tons
Tonnage to be
roved 374 Tons

TOTAL 1801 Tons

SORTIES LOSSES

resupply paradrop sorties to 10lst A/B Div 911 9
resupply glider sorties to 10lst 4/B Div 61 13+
resupply paradrop to 1000 troops at 1LRCOURAY 59 2
‘sorties moving 17th 4/B Div to Continent 1297
resupply equipment from UK to 18th Corps 13
equipment from UK to Det 490th QliC 29

TOTALS 2370 2L

Thirteen (13) aircraft on this wission have not returned
to home hases, Four (4) are known to have been shot daown.
The status of the remaining nine (9) is unknown, and they

are now presumed to be Missing in Action.

Annex No. 1 = Battle Damage Report
Annex No. 2 = Route Diagrams (4)
Annex No, 3 - MIDNITE Route Diagram

-
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LIST R T T IN

THE Y ISSTON.

lst Souadron:

Cmbp 7

"

"

4292717
4293097
42-93542

42-93543

42-93681
43-15161

43-15163

43-15676

43-30725

143-47963
1,3-4,7968

4.3-17969

2nd Squadron:

O 7.

42-92740

42-9360k ~

" 42-93685 -

DECEVBER 22 = 24

coperational in forty-eight

Two smell holes in'right rudder.
0600 hours, 24 Deceuber 194kL.
Several holes in right wing. Operational by 0600
hours, 24 December 194k4. ' o
Left main fuel tank shot out. Tire and tube
shot. Wheel esssembly demageds On the Far Shore,
and being repaired by the squadron. Will be re-
turned as soon as flyszbles

Large hole in right side of the fuselage. Radio
compartuent badgly dameged. Ingine change due to
battle demage. Belng repaired by the 37th I R&R.
Sever:l small grms fire holes in fuselages. Re-
paired and operutional within twenty-four hours.
Forced down on the Far Shore. Returned 25 Dec-
ember 1944, Right main and left auxilisry fuel
tanks have small ariss fire holes. :airersft L0G,
awelting parts,

Returned undamaged.

ForCQd down on Far Shore. Verticsl stabilizer
shpt away, rudder trim tab and fabric full of
holes. Rudder trin tab ceble needs replacing.
anircraft dropped to lst TaD.

Smell holes in lef't stabilizer. Right engine
rough. Operational within twelve hours.

Crashed.

Small holes in left ving tip and left elevator.
Operational within twelve hours.

Right mein fuel tonk damaged. Several small
holes in wing and rudierss Fuel tank replaced -
and eircraft operational within twenty four hourse

Operational by

Windshield de-icer
in fusclage and floor.
Operational within

Left main fucl tank shot.

tank shot. Scattered holes

Hole in main Junction box.

forty-blght hours.

Left tire flut, ‘Scattered holes in rléht hor-

izontal stabilizer. Damgge repeired and asircraft

hours.

Forced down on the Far Shore. Left oil tank shot

out, one cylinder-of right enginc dame

r»pl weds Hydraulic gougces cmbly’ ~§e

meter shot out. e @gﬁlbcgm%:lred ’by ‘thc “s :

ron and will bc ‘qrdu;r_,ht b'xck ,ms soon s g i,
iU L

i
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Ol 7= #2—23752 - Two smell calibre firc holes ncar pilots window.
Operational 'immuicdiatelys
y. 42-93799 - Forcecd down on the Far Shore. Both engines shot
: out and need replacing, Both propellers neced re-
placings, Hydraulic system shot oute wircrsf't
W llens dropped to lst T.D. ¥
° 42-108977- Both wings damcged, and will have to be removed
and flak holes repaired. | Large hole at wing bolts
of right wing. Scattered holes around main cargo
door. Scattered holes in right upper side of fuse-
. loge, Being repsired by the 37th M RZR.
" 43-15200 ~ Holes in right nacelle. - Holes in right engine fire
: wall, Holus in troiling cdie of inboard right wings
Scattered holes around moin cargo doors Scattered
holes in left horizont:l stsbilizer znd right tire
demageds Operetionsl within twenty-four hours.
Crashed.
Electric:l system shot outs Left auxilicry fuel
tank shot out. Scottered holes in fuselages Op~
erational in twenty-four hours.
Hple in right aileron. Left propeller nicked.
Scattered holes in rear of pilots compartments
Operationzl within twelve hours.
Scattered holes in right wing and aileron . Num-
crous holes in center section znd flooring. Scat-
tered holces in center section, nose section. Lerge
flak holes in right wing, Hydraulic system shot
out. Left tire damnged. Both clevators demageds
Being repeired by the 37th M RXR.
Cylindcer in right cngine needs replocing. Right
oil tank shot outs Scattered holes in right -eng-
ine cowling. Scottercd holes in center scction,
nose section. Large flck holes in right wings
Hydraulic system shot cut, Lef't tire demageds
Both clevators dama wsede  Being repoired by the
37th ¥ R&R. ' .
Returned undamoged.

L 43-15322
# . 43-15328

3 43-15329

" 43-47967

i L3=L 7974

C=47B 43-495008

3rd Squadron:

C-47s 4:2-93605 - One hole in rudder trim tsb.  One hold in elevators

Operstional within two hours.

" 42-93606 - Hydrsulic linc shot cute Right mein fuel tonk
: damaged and reploceds Operational within forty-
e¢ight hours.,
" 42-93680 - Smell hole¢ in ruddcrs Operational imgmediatelys

" 42-93682 - Right wing tip daniagéd. Operational imuediadely,
" 42-93821 - Left engine damoged, to be ¢hanged. Lef's pro-
peller dOmL shot 32% Trin tebs controls on rud-

Fgﬁgﬁ‘ﬁn cﬁrﬁ?bfs oﬂm Right landing wheel
'.E‘ ] . 3

= ¥ W N
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(3rd Squadron cont'd)

7 e
and tire damaged. Liod &gﬁg "gE ﬁ

shot away. arge hole in right side of fuselage,
three feet in dinmeters BScattered holes throughout
g fuselzges wircrof't dropped to lst T.Ds
Ch7: 42-108969- Smrll crms in wing tip ond in center section.

Small crms fire in radio compertuent also.,  Gee
set shet ocut. ;

L 42-108993 -Returned undamageds

i 43-48056 - Croshed.

ol

4th Squadron:

Cmli7is 42-92707 ~ Vertic:l stebilizer cnd rudder shot of fs Large
flek holes in fuselage and wings. - Small calibre
holes in fuseloge and wings. Voclun syster: outs
Auto-pilot shot outs Being reprired by the 37th
M R&R.

i 42-92885 - Elevator rnd rudder czbles shot out. Operational
within tuenty-four hours.

* 42-93079 - Very large flak hole in rear right side of rfuse-
lagees Scattered holes in fuselage and wings. Holes
in ewpennages. Being repaired by the 37th X R&R.

# 42-93096 - Bullet holes in left main fuel tonke Small cal-
ibre holes in fuselnges Operctional in twenty-
four hours.

it 42-93099 - Crash landed on the Far Shore. Specific damage
unknovn. asircraft dropped to the lst TuD.

" 42-9354) - Several smell calibre bullet holes in fuselage.
Operational within #welve hours.

it 42-93755 - Hole in right oil tank. Several small calibre
bullet holecs in fuseloge and wingse. VHF shot out.
Oper:tionsl in ¢ighteecn hours.

W 43-47972 - Crashcd.

C-47B L43-48266 - Sever:l smell calibre bullet holes in fuseloge and
wings. asireraft operation:l in twelve hours,
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53%° WG, ROUTE
A/C TOOK. OFF
LOST OR MISSING

PEACHY HEAD

53%P WG, ROUTE
199 A/C TOOK. OFF

I A/C LOST BATTLE LINE

DEC. 23, 1944
81 A/P
DIV,

2]

LAROCHE

1000 1S0LATED MEN

Ve,
ﬁ) 3 "'A/b DIV. IN TOWN
g c% PASTOGNE DEC.2>

LEoLisE

LE TREPORT

PATHFINDER ROVUTE
42 A/C TOOK OFF
5 AL LOST OR MISSING
39 A/C PATTLEL DAMAGED

-»
MONTMEDY

.

X TROOP CARUE! COMMAND

. - Aa NAVIGATION DIAGRAM
50TH WG, ROUTE : FOR DECEMBER 23

21 AfC TOOK OFF i
t A LOST ! FOR

OPERATIONS “REPULSE

SCALE IN S.M.

DECEMBIER 23 ANNEX NO. 2 TO -
285 A/C TOOK OFF OPERATIONS REPULSE REPORT

o AJC LOST of LEGEND

MISSING

AUTHORIZATION  FOR
REPRODUCTION
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Q CHALGROVE

TO 53" WG, AREA

LASHAM
PUNDIT

ASHFORD
Y_AD\O RANGE.

5i* 0O’ N
o5* 10' &

C.GR1S NEZ

BEACHY HEAD

LE TREPORT

-4 . o~ g

IX TROOP CARRIER COMMAND

NAVIGATION DIAGRAM
‘ FOR DECMBER 24

FOR
OPERATIONS ~REPULSE'

FHEHHE 1

SCALE IN S. ™M

ANNEYX NGO 2 T0O .
OPERATIONS REPULSE REPORT

FLAK LEGEND

2 SMALL ARMS

® LIGHT FLAK
A MEAVY FLAK

5%, $UTH g i e

LAUTHORIZATION  FOR
. REPRODUCTION _

5320 WG, ROUTE
36 A/C TOOK OFF
) NO LOSSES

Q A~ 83

5320 WG. ROUTE
V55 A/C Toox OFF
NO LOSSES

s

PATHFINDER ROUTE

e AJ/C TOOK OFF

NO  LOSSES

3> AL BATTLE DAMAGED

DECEMBER 24
197 A/C TOOK OFF
NONE. LOST OR

MISSING

. ARUSSELS

LIEGE

10157 A/ DIV. CUT

RATTLE LINE T-OFF IN TOWN OF PBASTOGNE

DEC. 24

LEGLISE.

© SEDAN R
A~ai

MONTMEDY
VP 1806




TO 33%° WG AREA

LASHAM
PUNDIT

ASHFORD ‘
' RADIO RANGE

— e e,

>

C. GRIS. NET

IX TROOP CARRIER COMMAND

NAVIGATION DIAGRAM
FOR DECEMDER 26

FOR

OPERATIONS "REPULSL”
© [-] 10
SCALE IN S M.

ANNEX NO.2 TO
OPERATIONS REPULSE REPORT

FLAK LEGEND
B SMALL ARMS
& LIGHY FLAX
4 HEAVY FLAK

SECRET AUTHORIZATION  FOR
ww Aetmscocnon
sare: [=] % 4
n‘%&' 5
i ===

DECEMBER 26
300 A/C & 1) GLIDERS
TOOK. OFF

I AL LOST OR
MISSING

J'A-50

2% A/m DW,
&

- BATTLE LINE
oa-8s pec. 26

53 WG, ROUTL
289 A/C TOOK OFF
I A/C LOST

NOTE :
MONTMEDY
VP 28006

®

A-82

PICKED LP LOAD
AT A-82

50TH WG, ROUTE ~

2up sz,lz_lAL_-

10 A/C ¢ 10 GLIDERS
50TH WG. ROUTE.

TooK OFF, NO LO3SES 157 SERIAL

| A/C ¢ GLIDER

NO LOS5 OR DAMAGE

¥

IR

10157 /B DIV. EMNCIRCLED

Ty H IN TOWN OF BASTOGNE
d.
.

NO IX T.C.C. SORTIES
FLOWN DEC.

25
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< /
/
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N X S~ .
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\
3‘{'142'.‘\'1:
(@A 58 Totees)
s3t°
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oA~
MONTMEDY
NP 2806
SECRET
IX TROOP CARRIER COMMAND
NAVIGATION DIAGRAM
FOR DECEMPER 27
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-
OPERATIONS REPULSL’
o
SCALE 1N S M.
ANNEX NO.2 TO
OPERATIONS REPULSE REPORT
TSECRET w':-;T_r:xsv
(ﬁ“ﬁ] - FLAK LEGEND
Rahyepprememmes E o LIGHT FLAK
OECEMBER 27 50" WG, ROUTE - k! e iR

188 A/C ¢ 50 GLIDERS
Took. OFF

1> A/C LOST OR
MISSING

50 A/C & 50 GLIDERS H 5 bl
1> A/C LOST OR MI3SING : ’ R b
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