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ini Oport of /Resupply of Amoricun Troops :|.r- Bastorme Arca.,

0 + Oommnding Gonor: 11, IX Troop Carrier Command, APO 133, U S Army,
Revort on Operations 1o rcnanﬁlv Am,ricun Troops in Bustomno. Area by
X Troop Carrier Pathfinder. Group (’rov\, 22 - 26 Docembor 1944,

1. This Group wae lorted for a two shin Puthfinder missien at 1130 hours,
22 Decombhor 1944, via tolephone from Coloncl Obordorff, IX Tron_a Carrier Command
A-Fs AL 1230 hnU:L the Group wusg notified by Mijor L:‘._f;“;‘ltfno‘t that the Group wus
committed Tor o 40 ghip rosupply mission. (At the timo ~f the wlert this Croup
was stundine by loadod with troops o L/th Airborno Division, av.itine satisfactory
wouathar for delivery to A-4l in Prance, Iimedictely all ajrcra®™t werc unloaded
md dispatehed to Membury for resuoply loading).

.e XVIII Corpse (aAirbernc) Pathfinder 07ficer, Captain Prunk Browm, and
Group Exocutive Officer, Lt Colonel Jumss T, Blair, Jr, loft in churgs of gotting
airborme teams und gpecial equi; :1'1311’0, air . corps ecrews and cquipment roady wiile
Croup Commundinz 0fficer reported e IX 'h_'pop Carrier Comrxnd Hendqu.rters (A-3)
"or detailed instructions.

b. Coordinutcs of DZ, togwothor with portinent intelligencc, phoned to
“hilprove (serambler) 1330 hours with instructions to huve teams airborne by 1400
hours, in ag nueh as iT¥borne nputhfinder tooas hud to be dropped, position checked
md econfiried and operution of special equinment cheeked durine hurs of duylisht.
This wag absolutely necessary in order to.schedulc critical resupply inte area un-
der inatrurent condiitions uand during hours of durlness,

c. It was imposgible to get Airborme and Air Corps Crows properly
briefed and oquioped by the L ko-off deadline of 1400 hours. This wos due to the
Pollowing:

(1) Airbormc tcams did not have battle cquipment on hand ot this
base (was supplicd from Air Corps snurces). DbLarge scale Hans.of arca (1-50,000
or 1-25,000) were not available until Coloncl Crouch returned to Chalgrovo from IX
Troop Carrier Comiand Headquarters. ‘ )

(2) Thirty (30) minutos time *row Tocoipt of brictine information
from L't Crlonel Crouch at Command and toke-off time w.s not sufficiont to trunsoose
this information to correct mups, plot eourse, run in wnd oxact DZ.

d. Combincd Airborne and Air Corps Pathfindor crews worc airborne at
1452 hours. Airborme towns took off with- ut TICCOUHLTY IANg,

c. The course from Chalgrove to turget area wus 2 hours 29 minutes.
This would have placed teum over tarset .rew ot 1507 hours wnd with weathor oxisting
at time would have required Airborne Pathfinder teum to drop q“ttm@ ¥ :@%&a
way for Air Corps crews to confirm their exact condition,

f. Lt Col Orouch roturncd to Chalgrove ut 1455 and, after roviewing
bric®ing given to tewns, roviewing weather und chegking sunsct, rocalled the flioht
md so notifisd IX Troop Currier Commund Headquarters. Instructions wore then
siven ond confirmed to drop Path®inder sticks first 1light 23 Docembor 1944 and follow

dth forty (40) plunc .loads of emecrgency wjrbornc rosupply. .
a“gzigé;qu§1I1E?i]r

e  Ths subsequent delays in loading : ;t M
of woather at tike off airdromes proved tho recall
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Ltr, Hq IX Tr Carr Poth Gp (Prov), subj:
in Bastogme Arca, dtd 29 Dec 44, cont'd.

AED.

2. Puthfinder drop was made 0931 hours, 23 Doéombor 1944, at u point
1 6/10 milcs SW of Bastogne, adjacent to o cmell wooded area,

a, Briefing was continucd during night of 22 Decomber .ind 23 Decomber--
both airborne und wir corps crewa received 411 information regardine situation
from IX Troop Carricer Cormund A-2,

b. Information was con”licting as to exuect vosition of Germuns in this
arca und it wus agreed to drop airborne sticks slightly to S7 of t~wm wnd not to
W-NW due to cover troopers could find in woods if neccssary. i

¢, A signal (smoke grenade) was azrecd on to be shovm by airborne
troops on cont4ct1ng ground if overything 0.K. Aireraft wers to remain in arca
and check condition of Troopers before dropping sparc sots of special cquipment
and spare batteries,

d., The “irst plane load of Airbornc Pathfinders were dropped us plunned,
smoke siemal and Bureka pluced in operation (3 minutes) indieatod toum to be all
rirht und resupply bundles were dropped from first plune as planned (estim.ted 200
to 300 yards from troopers). Troopoers were scon runnine to rocover bundles 0.K,
Thon the second pline louad of Airborne Puthfinders und equipmont were dropred at
the same placc.

c, Imedictely after dropping troopers an American ambulunce was seen
to be moving westward out of Bastogne (about 2 to 3 miles out). It is now folt
that Airborne Pathfindor team should have been dropped richt at tho SYW enrnor of
towm, However they must have ecstablished immediute contact with troops in Bastogne
in as wuch as all DZ marker aide were positionod and in oporation by 1035 hours
at which time 29 Aircraft of the 50th Wing flew in tho first resupply, und roported
2ll aids working porfectly.

f. The coursc wis flown from the French coast to A-62 (Fhoims) at which
point fichtors and fighter bombers were to have been picked up by the Pathfindor
ships, Two 360 derrce turne were mude over A- 62 no support ships were contucted,
no activity obscrved on ground so aireraft proceoded to IP. Piveo to six miles
SW of Bustosme on highway loudine to Arlon an eneny armored ceolum was scen (10
to 14 vehicles - hulf tracks and tunks), This arior concentrated heavy Fire on the
two ships (one ship receiving several hits), Sitting on the road at this particular
time this offered an oxcellent turmet “or air suoport, and hud wir supp~rt boen
available, this column could have been destroyed. Informition resurdine this onomy -
colum w.s rcluyed to IX Troop Carrior Comuznd Hecadquarters, vie ridio .nd telophone,
and later in the day strong air support was active in this urea.

3¢ Durine the remaining hours of diylight othcr clements of this zroun (in
3 ship flights) wnd of the 53rd Troop Carricr Wing, continued into turget area with
resupply. Navigators roports show that as time wont on the effoctive rungo of
R/E equipniont grow less and less and that lust “lights into arsa hid no Rebeeca
aid at 0ll, It is felt that this is due to onc of two cuuses - cither the seot was
knncked out of operation or thg wirborne toum in charge did not keep “resh botteries
in the Burelxn., This 1nforn¢tlon has been given to the Corps Pathfinder Officer
at this station and all airborne pathfinder porsonncl bricfed aguin ug to the im-
portance of keoping live batteries in ground cormponont.

4, Last Troop Corrier flight into target .rca on uftermoon 23 December
1944, rcported lorme bulk of resupply chutes 1% to 2% miles SY of town.

5« All pathfinder aide werc working .gain perfoctly on morning of 24 Dec-
cmber 1944, when 5 aireraft of this group flow in ut daylight with priority com-
nunlcutlon resupply wmnd reportcd picking up R/E cids 34 miles out., This flizht

- ch coost to IP on DR on top of overcust due to ground Geo chiin be-
% r checking at that time, Six ships were scheduled on thig mis-
31on, one of whlch droppod load vt IP duo, : chispig @ PR This ship
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Par 5, Ltr, Hg IX Tr Carr Path Gp (Pr :ﬂ ﬁS’S‘FlEfnoncm
Troops in Bastogmo Area, dtd 29 Dee
Mne cghip delayed by take-off aceident flew in und dropped with 53rd Troop Carrior
YHing colum.

6. Of tho 42 aircraft from this group scheduled into turget arca, 39 re-
ceived buttle damase, (Sce Lettor, this Headquurters, subject: "Report of Air-
cruft Purticipating in Resupply M;Ls'slon and Purctroop Drop, 22-24 Decomber 1944"
datod 28 Docember 1944), O0Of 252 persommel (including 41 QM pushers) flying into
turget wrea, one pusher w.s killed, one wus slightly wounded und threc ure miss-
ing in cetion with four puathfinder combat crew membors soriously wounded, tvo
alightly wounded and sivteen misaing in action.

7. Requircnients and sugrestions for future Troop Carrior/Airborne Path-
finder omergency roesupply and general resupply:

ue Bach battle unit should be supplied with puth®inder cquipmeont (i.c.
R/E, MR Boucon, lights, puncls und RT or WT equipmont) und trained porsonnel so
thot in the ocvent of emergency uocrinl resupply being called for the Troop Carrier
cun mhve out without the delay of dropping Airbornc Puthfinders and the chance
of droppinz Airborne Path®inders in the wrong placc.

b. That IX Troo» Curricr Pauthfindor Group have .t all times ot loast
throe sticks (3 officers und 27 I'M) from cuch A/B Division on hand for any cmergoncy
that might arise.

B hiit combined .'x/B and Air Corpas truining bo continuous ond pro-
cressive, That us soon as an airborne team is traired norfoctly, it be returncd
to the purent orpunization and a new team sent up for truining,

d, That completo and immedinte study be made into aircraft-ground
commnication on speecially assigmed frequency or frequencics.

(1) In this conncetion this group iz now contactine British 38
groun in rogurd to VHF contact using P./“ c‘umm.ls.

¢, Hizher hecdquarters must be able to resupply other infuntry and
armored units by air if nccessary. This cun be donc perfectly if proper coordination
ia made whead of time :nd ull ground units briefed as to what to exoect. IX
Troop Carricr Comawnd wnd XVIII Airborne Corps Pith”inder tronps und cquipment ure
ideally suited for this tusk if promptly.clearsd or committcd by hiczhor headqu.rters.
Time used in abtuaining cleurunces sometimes prohibits supplios reuchins isol.ated
combut units, .

f« Troop Carrier Pathfinders and rogulur resupply colurm should !
accommpanicd by figshters und fighter bombers if we.ther perrits. Intor-ship “re-
quencies hould be sct up so th 2t troop carrior serial leuders can talk to f‘:.f"‘nt-
ers and Pigzbtoer bombors over tarset urea and during run in.

gs It is recommcnded that at lecast two flights of the best .ir support
adreraft .nd ercws be assigmed directly to IX Troop Currier Path®inder Group for
Pathfinder operutions; that these crews arrive ut Path®inder Group Heodquarters in

sufficient time to reeeive Jjoint briefing with Airborne Pathfinder and Troop

Carrier Pathfinder persomnol assigmed to a particulur mission. Mobile onocimy armor
is the most serious weapon stuonding in the way of efficient troop carricer delivery,
it is also a tarpet of opportunity in so fur us uir support is concerned und uir
support with .t least 20mm fire power should be available at the exwct moment and,
if possible, under the dircet control of the troop carriér flight comrmnder in
the target uarea.

h. Troop carrier aireraft with 717-C instuilled und purar.:.cks mounted
cannot sust.in flight on single eongine with the poor ongine wind-millin~, Only
by using 2550 rpm md in cxcess of 40 inches manifold oressurc c.n Tlight be muin-

\ooli ity
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tained on sinzle onmipe if poor enegine is feathered. This Wlll give un ostimated
time of single enmine flizht (with radome und parar.cks) of 19 to 30 minutes.

It is recomonded th.t troop carriocr uircraft be modifiecd to jettison pur.racks
in the ovent thot singlo engine operation bocomes necessary., In this connoction
this eroup is modlﬂylnq onc aireraft as o prototype and IX Troop Cnrricr Comm.nd
engincering will be contucted as soon as it is roudy for tost.

i. It is recommended that o minimum number (100 ship loads) of cmermency
resunply be kept on hund at this buse to save time in loading at othor .irdromes.
These loads und parachutes could be turned over to the VITI Corps Puth®inder
Officer ussimncd to this group Tor maintenunce and loadin~ whon required. It is
folt as much as gix hours mizht be saved in metting this rosupply to the turgot
area if it wore made availuble for "on call" louding on this buse.

/s/ Jocl L. Crouch

/t/ JOFL L. CROUCH
Lt Col, £Air Corps
Commmding

Reprroduced by 9th Info & Hist Serv, FAA
27 June 1945
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