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· Royort on Oporo.tions to rermppl y A.mcrict.Ln m_roops i n &uJto.710. ArOL\. by 
IX Troop . Cn.rr i <3 r F;.,th-r"in d.o r C'..-roup _(Prov) , 22 - 26 December 19L14 . · · 

1. T'.lis Group Yl::LS cl l)rtod 1-:'or a t wo· s hi ) E .1.thfi·,1dor missi0n .:.tt 1130 houra' 
22 Decembe r 19 'Vl- , viu. ·telephone fro;-11 Colnn c l Obe rdor f ·::', IX Troo]) Co.rrior Comn.,Ln d 
•\-3. At 1230 hourG t ho . Group w::..s notL'.'icd by M.t jor Lir;htfoot th.-1:t t:~o Group ''· ' s 
~orrunittcd :!"nr ,~ L1-Q__ s >ip roouppl y mis sion . (let t ho. time ,-.,f the:: a lert t' ·is Gr'1up 
·,;µ s st .mdinr-~ by locvl.o d ·-;itE troops o:l' I/th Airbcin1·n D:i.visior. , nw .1.i t i n r-· Sccti~·c·,wtory 
wc.tthor f''1r clo1ive r y to A- 41 i n H'r,rnc o . ImP1Gdi~ctoly cl-11 a irc·r a-rt '.1o :ro un loa de d 
..tnd dispo.tcho d to Membury for ro .su·o~ly lou.di ng) . 

tc . XVI II Corps ( :~irborno i P~1thfiridor Q+'ficor, CaptD.in H'r:_rnk Bro,.-n, J.nd 
C:.roup Ex.ocu.tivc1 Officer , Lt Colonc::l J .:.tffi.')S T. BlLLir, Jr , Joft i n ch.~ rf:o o+' P,"vtting­
:tirborne t e;:u01s cm d ::rgoc i?..ll e qui:,:imont, u.i r c ·1rpa crm:s u.n d e qui pment r c._trly w>ilo 
Gr oup Commn'l r'l.i n..-:: ('-f'f icor r eporte d :l:-0 I ~ · 't~OOJ? _C.:.Lrric r Cornr,1:.md Hcarlqu ,rte rs (A-3) 
·"'or dot ·til ed i nstruction s . · 

b. CoordinJ.t os of DZ, to~othor v:ith pertinent intolli~nco , phone d to 
r~h tl ["rovo (Dcr~unbler 1 1330 h0urs v:it h instructionr; to h;.1.vo t e.i.ms 1.i.irborno by 1400 
hnurs , in LLS r.1UCl J. :LS .i.lT orno put h-f'i n dor t OcU"ilS. h:.i.d to bo dr0pped , position c l-CGCkOd 
Ln d con !"irnod :.:i.n d oporati0n of spe c ial oqui~y1ont choc 1"od. durin~ h ·urn 0f d..1.yli ,,·ht. 

'I'1·1is w..ts a bsolutel y _ nocos s~•ry i n nr oor to .. schc dulo .criti c .1.l r esu;ipl y intn ..uea un­
de r i nstrvncmt condi·i~ions ,;end durin;5 hours of d~•rknoss . 

c . It >:ma impoo ~i 1Jio to ~ot Airborne u.n d Air Corps Cr o·;rs pro~orly 
brief ed a.nd oquii)p o d by t b.e t .kc-off doJ.dlin0 of _1400 ho1. rs. This 7-l:).:J ou o to tho 
-Pollowin.o:T, : 

(1 \ Airborne towns did not h :cve battle oqu:~p.mon t on b.rn.r. c;.t t his 
b,iso (·.va s cuypliud from Air l:orps srmrco:J) . L.l.rgo· .scu.l o ·'1:: 'llJS of ~cro:,, (1-)0,000 
nr 1-2) ,000) wor e nnt J.v.,..,ilcLblo m1til Colonel Crouc!i roturnc~d to Ch.1.l r,;rovc from IX 
Troop Ca rrier Comr.'<D.'l cl. Hcv1. dquc.1.rtor s . ·--.,, 

(2 l Thirty (30) rrd.mrtos time fror;1 -;c;c·oi pt of briofi ·;\o' i n-"'o )'intion 
from Lt Cnlonel Crouch cLt Cori1rn;:m d t.m d t .tko-off' tino ·,r_, s no;t suf:f:'i c iont -"to tr~msuoso 
t hi s info rrr10.ti0n t o corre ct r:t<:,ps , p!.ot c 0ur:=10 , run hi ,.,n d ox,1.ct DZ. 

d . Combir1o d Airborne and Air Corps p ,,thf' i n dor crcfo·s vio-..·o 1..1.irborr~n .J.t 
1452 hours . Airborne to~tln..3 took of f with•ut rn~cous~cry i;ims . 

o . Tho cours e from Gh:tl g r 0vo to t u r p;ot ,-;. r ec.1. v7.1.s 2 houra 25 mi nute s . 
Thi s would h~.,vo p l a c e d tocJ;-1 ove r t :.i.l'p._'Ot .Ll'OcL. clt l '507 h--urs c.Ln d \fith v;e,).th.or (;Xisting­
a t tirno v1ould h~wo r e qui r0d Ai rbo.rnc Puthf i Y1 dor t oe.Jn to drop uft o o 
wo..y f,-., r Air Corps crcwfl to conf irm their e~<c•ct condition . 

f •. Lt Col r:roucr1 r oturnod to . Ch~llgrovc ,,t l L'.5') and , u.ftc~r r oviowi nis 
brio-f'i ng g ivon to tr;~'o.iilS , r oviovr.ing ;;0,.1.thcr ..1.l1d chockin~ sun s e t, r cJCClJ.:1.0 r1 the fli~ht 
md so .n0ti"':'ir'l d I X Troop c ,1.rrior Comr.1v1.n d Hca.Clqu.J.rtors . . I nstruction s v:(;re t hen 

o;ivon o.nd conf'ir1;1od t o drop P.J.t h""i n de r stic ks f'irst light 23 Docor.1hor 1944 un d follow 
ti t h . -f'orty (40 \ p l..1.n r.: .loctd; of r.)r;1o r~<mcy a irbon1e r c.supply. .. 

g . T110 s.ub~oquoYJ.t de luys ip 1.- on.rli~g ~t\Bret'""· ff· 
nf v;uJ.t h.or n-t:; t .Lkc off a irdromos proyod tl"lc rocu.11 o 

' . . 
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Ltr, Hq IX Tr Cu.rr P~cth Gn (Prov) ) subj: 
in R:i..stop.:nc Ar eel.", <'ltd 29 Dec 44, cc5nt' d. 
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2. Pc~thfinder drop vT.:i.s nude 0931 hours, 23 Docernbo r lo/A- , a t ::i. point 
1 6/10 milos SW of &tstogne, a.djacen t to n. orlC.11 v1ooder1 u r eQ. 0 

a.. Briefing wus continue d duri'lg night o:f 22 Docombor -"end 23 Docombe r.:..­
both a irborne i.ln d :.tir corps c:rew3 r e coived o.11 inf0rnution rcg:l rdinS': s itu:. tion 
1~r0m IX Troop Carrie r Comr.u.n d A-2. 

b. Informutinn wo.s con-nlicting n..s to exnct position of Germans in this 

."l..TC U und it W:..tS agree d to drop O.iI'borne sticks sli,~btly to S'f Of t 0\-{11 LLild not to 

'N -NN due to cover troopers c ould f ind in woods if n ocesso..ry. 


c. A signn.1 (smo)<:e .c;;rcna do) wuG Lisreod 0!1 to be shovm 'uy .:tirborne 

troops on contv1.ctinp; g rou:1d i f overythinf,' 0 .K. Aircr.:.i.f' t v;or a to r or,1;.tin in ~trou 


.m d chock contii tion of troopo~s bofore droppinp;- sp~tro sots of snccLil oquipment 

J.nd sp.'.. r e butte rie s. 


d. The :f'irst pl.mo load of Airborne Pa thf'indors wore droppe d ;,:. ,3 planned, 
sm0kc signn.l .m c'l Eurok<.i plucod in oporo.tion (3 minute s) indicu.tod to;.tr,1 to be Ll.ll 
ri7ht .m d resupply bundles Wor e dropp0 d from -firs t plttnO Cl.S plunn ci d (,;i stim..lted 2()0 

to 300 y :.t rdn from troopor s \. Troopors w0ro s oon runnin.n; to r ecove r bundles O.K. 
Thon the second pL :.nc l otld of Airborne Pa thfinders u.nd equipment were droppod ut 
tho s a'.":1e p l a c e . 

o . Imr:odLct e ly Lt.ftor dro?ping troope rs n.n Ame rican runbuJ.,.mc c WC.lS seen 
to be rnovinz 'i7ostw.::i.rd out of Bastog110 (a.bout 2 to 3 miles out). It is now· f :.:ilt 
th~tt Ai.rb0rn0 P::.i..thf i n dor team should !'.io.vc been dropped rir;ht ut tho SW C'1rn1.; r of 
town. Howeve r thoy must huvc esta blished immcdi<-lto cont.:-ict v;i th troops i n Bn.stogne 
i n us much ns Lill DZ nt.:Lrkcr aids wore positionod ..:t.ncl. i n opor t,tion by 1035 hours 
a t which tir.10 29 .Aircrn.ft of the 50th Wing f'lew in tho first r e supply, :.ill n. reported 
L'.ll o.ids w0rkinµ: porfoctly. 

f. The course w..1. s floi,m from the French coust to A-62 (lfuoir:1s \ a t which 
point f i l!,'htors and fi ,\;hte r bombers wore to h..we boon picked up by the P.itlrf'indor 
ships . Tvvo 36o dor:roo turns v.-ore mu.de over A-62, no support ships wore contJ.ctcd, 
no [lctivity observed on ground so a ircro.ft proceeded to IP. Five to six miles 
SW of' fustriGJ1 0 on highY;ay l o:..:. din~ to Arlan o.n eneray o..r mored c0lumn was seen (10 
to 14 vehicl es - h..tl f tro..cks _md t ._mks). This c..rnor concontr~Ltod ho ~...vy ·Piro on tho 
two ships (one ship r cceivinq: ·sew::r a l hi t s) . Sit tin r:: on tho r oL:.d ~Lt t'.~ is p •1.rticuln.r 
time this offered un o·zce llont t "Lr cet ~or Li.ir support, and h~ld c.cir su:pp0rt b•)Cn 
r.:..vu.ilo...ble, t:·· is column could hn.ve been destroye c'l. I nfor. .•1tirm ror~~\.rdin.~ this 0nomy 
colunm ·w_,s r ol u.yod to IX Troop CL•rrior CoinrK1.nd rioadqun.rt0r~ , vi::.:. r i. d:Lo .md t e l ephone , 
J.n cl l a:t0:r i -.1 tho day strong air support "i'; :..ts a c tivo i n t J:-i is ~lroa . 

3. Durin&-; the rema i n i ng hours of d<.. .yl i g'ht 0thcr olonon ts o-P this p;roup (in 
3 ship flights l c..nd of t ,c 53rd Tr0op Currior Wingo, continued into t :.1. r got u r ou with 
r esupply. NLwir:u.tn rs reports show t l1i1t as time wont on tho effective r~m.o,;o of 
R/E equipment grow l oss o.nd loss .:md tha t l a st -"'lig"i.ts i n to .J. r oa h:.td no Robcccu 
a id ...,t ci.11. It is ::'olt th.~tt this is due to one of tv;o c ::rnses - oitbc r tho sot WJ..S 

kn0ckod out of opor:::.i.tion or th9 LLirborno t o:.l.m in cha rge did n')t k0ep 4'r esh b,.,tterios 
in t he Eurclw.. This i n-formu..tion fills boon f;ivon to the Corps Pathfinder Officer 
::i..t this s t o...ti0n n.nd nll Llirborne pa thfinde r .porsonnol brio""ed ~1.o;uin a~ to the im­
port..mco of keeping live bu.ttories in g r riund conponont . 

4. Last Troo.._ Co.rrier flight into target J..roa on D.ftornoon 23 December 

19Ll4, r eported l <.!. r f;'O bulk of resupply chutes it to 2! miles S'd of tovm. 


5. All p(\th-f'inder ti.i ds were working- ~..g..lin perfectly on morni7',": of 24 Dec­

ember 19411-, \7hen 5 a ircraft of this group flnw in o.t daylight with priority com­

munic<..:.tion resupply :..nd r oportod picking up WE L'..ids 34 miles out. This :flin:ht 


"Pr. ~h co~\st to IP on DR on top of ovcrc..i.st due to ground Geo ch::!.in be­
-.illll_•nig~t~ui&:rn!IMo~d' o-f __ r c:.oc king at t~i.ut time . Six ships were scheduled on t~Jia mis­

sion, ono of which droppe d loud .1t IP duo n:G Th.is ship 
was order0d to return irJmedi...ltoly to ht le~der. 

' .. .. 
~ 
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Pn.r 5, Ltr, Hq IX Tr Ca rr 
Troops in &,stogno Area-", 

One sh.ip delJ.yed by t <.lke -off ~ccident flow in cmd dropped wi th 53rci Troop Currie r 
\~Ting column. 

6. Of the 42 c,.ircrn.ft f rom this ~oup scheduled i nto t :....r get u..r on , 39 rc­
c e i vod b<.tttle drn:it1go . (See Lott or, · t his Heu.dquartor s , subje ct: "I'.eport of _\ir ­
cr~:tft Pu.rticip<.Lting in Resupply Wri.ssion ,m d P<.i.r :..,tro0p Drop, 22-24 Doconbor 19.44" 
date d 28 Doc ombor 19Ll4 \. Of 252 personnel (including 41 QM push e rs) f l yi ng i nto 
t.~Lr~ot :..ere~, , one pusher vY•. cs kille d, ono wu.s slightly wounded und three J.r e miss­
ing in c,ction with four pa t hfi nder cor'ubut crew m01;1bors s .~ri0usly wounded , t v:o 
Dlig:~ tly wounde d c,.n d siY.t ooi1 missing in action. 

7. Roqui r ononts und su~.n;"estions fo r future Troop Cn.rricr/Airborne Pn.th­
.(-'i ndor om0rgoncy rooupply u.n d gencr c,l r e supply : 

a . Ea ch b.:..ttle unit should be supplie d ;r ith p_tt lTPindo r equipmen t (i. e . 
R/E, :MF Beacon , l ights , p<.,nols :.md ID' or WT cquipE1ont) tmd tr..lin•Jd porsonne l so 
tho.tin the event of eme r gency u.0 ria l r esupply being c .:i.l:i od £'or tho Troop C.irrior 
cLm rarive out ~iii t h.out t he del c..y of droppin;~ Airbor ne P:... t h.:f'indors cmd UJe ch.mce 
of rlropp inrr. Airborn e Po.th "i n do r s i n the wrong pln.c o . 

b . Tha t IX Troo) Co.rrior Pnt h·?indor Group have _,t all times <-Lt l o::.i.s t 
throe sticks (3 offi cers ...m d 27 EM\ fron O~Lch A/B Division on hand for any cr.ior ?,oncy 
thc..t might a ri se . 

, 
c. Th;.,t combined A/B .:md Air Corps tr:.1.ininr~ be conti nuous ,_,nd pro­

,1'7r essivc . Tho.t :.1.s s oon <.H3 a.n J.irborno t e.J.Jn i s tr..lino<l -.; ., r foctly , it be roturn~d 

to t he p <..t. r ent or guniw..t.ion ;:md a. now tocu11 sent up f or t rai 11in,Q7 . 

d . ThJ.t c ompl ete u.nd ilrnnodi:.tte study be nu de into ..tircr .:..t+'t --p;round 
communic...Lt ion on speci a lly ..18 SiP,'11od frequency or :f' r oquenci e s . 

(1) 	 In t his c.onnoction this g r riup i s now contc.. ctin~ British 38 
group in rog~Lrc. t o VHF contact usinP, P./E ch.unnels. 

o . Hi,q;her ho~Ldquurtcrs mu s t bo o.ble to resuppl y other in-"'..;.ntrJ .J.nd 
a rmored units by a ir if nccossn.ry . This c .....n be done per f ectly i f ~ r op-:n: c 0ordinu.tion 
is m,:i.do u..."10.::1.d of t i rn.o :.~nd ...i.ll g round unit~ briefed us to whet t to e~.pect . IX 
Troop Cn.rrior Comr!i:.md and XVIII Airborne Corps Pa th·ni nde r trririps J.nd equi pment :.i. r o 
ideally suite d f'or this t ...tsJ: if promptly . cle cLr od o r commi ttod by hiri:hor houdqu...rte rs. 
1rimo us e<l in ribto;i ning c l o;.;.r<..1.nc os sometimes p rohibits supplios r o,Lchi nr.; i soLLtcd 
comb~Lt unit s • 

f . Troop C...i.rrier P<.lth:f'inders anc'l r egula r r esuppl y column should l.10 

,i.Ccorapuni o rl by fip·htorc ...end f ig;hter bombe r s if wc..,tlio r pe ri:.d.ts. I nter-s hip +'ro­
qunncios shoul d be sot up s o th.::.t troop c.:...r:cior sori~tl l o ..dors c,m t .:Ll k to f i g-ht ­
ors .::md "i g 'ct or bo1:ibors ove r t .u got u. r eu. .::md during r un i n . 

g. It i s r ecom:ion dod t hctt o. t l o.ist t wo flights nf the best .1ir support 
,.tircraft ;_md crows be n..ssignon directly to IX Troop Currier futh:°'i ndor G!oup for 
1?u.t~L'inder opEffcLtions ; th;j.t those crews o.rrive ,~t -P.1th·0 ind0r Group · He~1.dquartors in 
su+'ficient time to r oc c i vo .joint briefing with Airborne Pa.th:f:'inrle r .._\11d. T:roop 
C[trrior P(ithfindor per sonnel ass i gned to ::i. particula r mission . W!obi l o enemy ::i.rmor 
is the mos t serious weo.pon standing- in tho wu.y of efficient troop ca rri e r delivery, 
it is ulso a t u. r p;ot of opportunity i n so Llr us ...tir r.mpport is conce rned c1.nd J.ir 
3Upport with ..i.t 10C1.s t 20mm fire power shoul d be l1.V~til:.i.blo .::i.t tbe e-.mct moment and , 
i f possible , unde r tho di r ect contrnl of tho troop CitrricYr f l i ght coi:1nunder in 
tho turr.:et u r ea . 

h. Troop c n.rrier .J.ircra.ft '"i th 717-C insfo.llod ~m·d p t.l r u r ._;.cks mounte d 
cunnot sust_tin flight on single on~ine with t ho · p00r 0nr;ino wind-millin~ . Only 

by usin" 2550 rpm and in excess n£ 40 inches m niFold ;;"ila ni<rht be m.:,in­
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t uincd on sin_q:l e ontin~ if pof)r one-inc is feu.t bcrod. This will give u.n estinuted 
time of singl e enr,:ine fli~ht (with-'ro.. dome .md pcm :.i.r .J.cks) of 15 to 30 minutes·. 
It is r ecomrn.ondod th_~t troop c o ..rr5.or .iircro..f't be mo dified to jot.ti.Bon pa r :..,r ack::i 
in t ho ovont t h,tt s in:::lo on,tinc o . or <-,tir:m becomes n ccessn.ry. I n t hin connection 
thi s r;roup is modi fyi nr: one a ircraft as o. prototype :.m d I X Troop CcLrrio r Coinm,.nd 
engincorin.-;; ·.;ill ~)C cont.J.ct cd a s s oon us it i s r e""dy f'or t est . 

i. · It is r e commended tha t u. mi n imum number (100 ship l o:..u'ls) of 01~1er >','C)ricy 
r e s u-,ply be kept on hLtnd o.t t his bJ.sc to s..:..ve tine in loccdinr; u.t 0thnr . tirdrome s • 
These l o,tcls und u :.tr achutes c oul d be turne d ove r t o the CVI I I Corps R ,t b-r-i n de r 
Officer u.Rsi R11cd. to this group f or m:.ti n tenunce and l o:.i.r1inn: when ~equirc <i . It is 
f'olt o..s rauch u.s six hour s rni,r;ht be saved i n gotti n[.; this r esuppl y to tho t :..tr get 
areLl. i f it we r e nude u.vn.ilu.blo f or "on c o.11" l a uding on t~1is bU:se . 

/s/ Joe l L . Crnuch 
/t/ J OEL L. CROUCH 

Lt Col, Air Corps 
C:ornr.1. .tn cling 

Rep~roduced by 9t h I nfo & Hist Se rv. FAA 
27 June l91'r5 
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