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Personnel with 50211d Reg iment men";ioned herein 

• 


l1aj John P . Stopka , Executive , 2nd Bn , 502nd I nt . 

Lieut Robert G. "Burns, I Co ~ 


Lt Col Bob Cole , Cowzander , 3rd En, 502nd I nt . 

Lieut Ralph B. Gehauf , S2 of 3rd Bn , 502nd I nf . 

Sgt Delwi n r-!cKi!ilI:!Y , G Co . 

Capt Robert E . Jones , Cor.:rJa,nder H Co . 

Lieut Edward L . lNierzbo'l,'!ski, Co:tcmander 2nd Flat , n CO 

Lieut ],1oore , Commander Eng ineer Detachlnent fror·l C Co I )26th En. 

Li t1 ut Gay , MG Off i cer fror.l 3rd Bn. 

Lieut George W. Hal':per; Commander , 1 s t Plat , E Co . 

Pv t 1,'Hll i am T. Hammond , 3rd Pl at . 

S/Sgt John C. Pons , Sgt i~ 2nd Plat , H Co. 

Li eut A.."1drew P . Duffy, Plat Off i cer , 2nd Pla"G, H Co . 

Lieut La i r , Oft' ic~r ;-iit .J. En~ineer Detac.h!:.lent . 

Cpl Willis Hart , 2nd Plat, !! Co . 

Pvt ~/esley E . Jackson , 2nd Plat , E Co , 

CpI Arthur E. Evans , 2nd Plat , H Co . 

Pvt Joe E. i.;!ann , scout for ~.yierzbowsk i . 


Pvt James C . Hoyle , scout for ~lierzbowski. 


Lieut ',/atson , En.: i neer Staff Officer , 3rd En , 502nd I nf. 

Pvt Harris , 2nd Plat , H Ce. 

Pvt Gigliemio , 2nd Plat , H Co. 

Sg t Scott , Engineer Detachment . 

Col J . H. N'ichaelis , Comruander , 502nd .I nf . 

Lt Col Steve Chappu i s , COl.~il8nder , 2nd Battalion , 502nd Int. 

Lt Col Allen Ginder , Executive Officer , 502nd I nf . 

Cpl Danie l L. Corman , or...q of iVlerzbowski: s men . 

Pvt Koller , one of ';/ierzbowsk;i I s men. 

Pvt Wal dt i one of \l ierzbowski' s IJen . 

Pvt Laino, one of Wierz bowski 's men . 

Lieut :4ottol a , Pla t Leader , D Co , 1s t En. 

Lieut Baker , Officer, I Co , ' 3rd Bn. 

Lieut Donal d Irwin, 1 st Plat , G Co , 2nd Bn . 

S/Sgt Allen "d . Jones , G Co , 2nd Bn . 

Capt Frank Li1lyrJan , Ac ting Bn Executive , 3rd Bn . 


-------------_ .. _------------------------------------------------------­
Many others were interviewed . 



--Parachute Infantry at BEST 

l 

The attack of the 502th Infantry neg iment at BEST , HOLLAND , 

was a part of OPERATION M ..4RKET which aimad to open a corridor 

f rOiD the Belgium- Holland border to tho city of ARNID:I!l , HOLLAND . 

The corridor was to be established by means of a three - divis ion 

air drop , these three divisions being assigned to seize and 

hol d the main highway ' from EINDHOVEN ) HOLLAND , to ARNHEr.l , un ­

til an armol'sd column CQul d pass throuGh and effect a conce.n­

tration on the far side "of the NEDER RIJN . The 506th Regiment 

had the task of movinG directly from its drop zone to ZON , HOL­

LAND , and then marching S to EINDHOVEN . It was believed by 

the Cormnand that the enemy would defend this l arge city in con­

siderable strength . Orf the flank of ZON , a short distance to 

the westward , lay the small city of BEST. The 502nd Regiment , 

whose prinCipal initial mission was to move on ZON beh ind the 

506th Regiment and then stay in readiness to support the at­

tack on EINDHOVEN , paid some passing attention to BEST in an.., 

ticipatine what might happen . Being on the western boundary 

of the corridor , the BEST bridgehead , if deliver ed into our 

hands , would further safeguard that portion of the corridor 

which passed through ZON and would likewise protect the drop 

zone , which is the base of supply in a irborne operation . It 

was no:t believed that BEST would be strongly defended or that 

it would become necessary to conmit lar:3e forces at this point . 

( This is the statement of t hn Battalion and Regi-mental Com­

manders and is confirmed by Div ision 82 . ) 
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502nd Regiment at BEST 

Note : This narrative was prepared at and around 
ANDELST, HOLLAND, during the week of 10 Oct, 1944, 
and while 502nd was in the lines and with some of 
its elements in r eserve . The main body of the nar ­
rative was organized with the aid of MAJOH JOHN P . 
S'rOPKA and the Battalion Staff . Group interviews 
were held wherever it, became necessary to develop 
otherwise obscure incidents . \'lhere th i s method was 
used becomes apparent in the narrative . 

MARSHALL & WESTOVZR, HOs 

The first sticks of 502 - 3 jumped at 1334 D-Day , 17 September 

1944, after having encounter ed cons i der able flak above the 

vicinity of E:INDHOVllN and then finding that the fire greatly 

increased i n volume as the serial ca~e to within about 4 min­

ute s of the Drop Zone . MAJOR STOPKA 'S plane was hit twice i n 

the wings . He got the green light (the jump signal) about 

one minute before getting over the chosen field but he CQuld 

look out and see chec k points around the f i eld , so he held 

the men back . He had r ecogn i zed the assembly area by its 

._ shape - a pattern determined by rows of trees along two s ides 

and a d i ke a t one end (with in DZ "B", Map 1) . He jumped 100 

yards from it . Within 45 minutes , he had the ent i re Battalion 

assembled , and during that t ime the only s i gn of the enemy was 
L 

loose and ineffective mortar fire off on one flank . Quite a 

few First and Sdcond Battalion men had l anded by mistake i n 

this same field and they wcrC3 orientC3d and sent on their way . 

Third Battalion had lost three off icor s with broken legs and 

5 enlisted men injured during the jump. one man , PFC WILLIAM 
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A. NESBITT of !II" had been killed by AA as he stood in the 

door of the plane . . LIEUT BURNS I?ushed him back in the plane 

and the others jlli~ped out past his body . The Battalion also 

had 9 men missing j they were scattered through the whole group 

and what happened to them was never ascertained . These los ­

ses considered , the Bat talion was assembled 92% cOTJ.plete , Vii th ­

out a man having been hit ' on the ground prior to assembly . 

• Forty Engineers joined "HI! during the assembly , and that compa­

ny, with one section of LMGs also attach..::d , started at once 

for its objective - t he railroad and road bridges over the 

WIUlELMINA CAlIAI near BEST. The remainder of the Battalion 

moved out to the east and south so as to get i n behind the 

506th Regiment to support the attack on EINDHOV~N . In the 

order G-HQ-I, they went right on down the main highway and 

reached the woods north of ZON at 1600 . 

~ 	 No shots had been fired . Radios had been opened at the Drop 

Zone and the Battalion waS in touch with Regiment all the way . 

The latter ' s CP was only a couple of hundred yards up the ZON­

EINDHOVEN highway when LIEUT COL BOB COLE reported that he was 

on the objective . It had been figur0d that the enemy ' s area 

of greatest strength would probably be EINDHOVEN. The mi ss ion 

to BEST was considered of such routine nature (upon basis of 

G2 reports) that at first only a platoon had been assigned to 

seize the town and tho bridge . ThG force \"ras increased to a 

company at the request of th ) Battalion Commandsr . 
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The Battalion was i n the ZON woods ju st 45 minutes when "H" 

reported by radio that it was being held up by enemy road­

blocks . At 1650 , it reported strong resistance . At 1800 , 

OPPOSITION D~,ELOPS LIEUT GEll~UF , S2 , arrived at J'l~t ­
AT BEST 

talion with orders from COL MICH-

AlLIS , Regimental Command to take the Battalion to support 

"Ii" and at 1845 the Battalion moved - G- HQ- I going out in that 

or der - southwestward tOVlard BEST . COLE was still at Regi­

~ 	 mental HQ and STOPKA l ed the Battalion out . At 1930 , Bat ­

talion drew rifle and machine gun fire from enemy forces po­

sitioned 1 mile east of BEST . The column was then moving 

along a dike and COLE had just caught up with it . The men 

went flat and began to dig in. "G" sent ~ squad under SaT 

DELWIN McKIMMY to try to contact "H" and to reconnoiter the 

source of the enemy fire . Battalion then moved into the woods 

(Map 3 ) and dug in solid for the night with their 11LR near 

~ the edge of t he woods facing toward BEST . Battalion st ill 

had no physical contact with "Ii" and the latter reported by 

radio that it had hear d nothing from the platoon which it had 

sent to the canal bridge . Through the night , Battalion con­

tinued to 	get reports from "H", however, that it was "near ing 

the objective . "_ These reports misstated the s ituation . How­

ever , Battal i on waited in vain for clarifying informat ion as 

it was not until early morning that McKDAMY 'S patrol found 

"H" Company . 
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What had happened with that company after i ts initial departure 

was this . CAPT ROBSRT E. JONES its commander had stopped his 

small column halfway "between BEST and the Canal to orient him.­

"H" COMPANY self . From the Drop Zone,he had 
ORDEAL 

marched toward the objective , try­

ing to guide on the church steeple in BEST, for he figured if 

he kept on that line, be would hit the Canal halfway between 

his two objectives, the railroad and highway bridges Numbers 

. - 5 and 4 (Map 2). But t ·he woods had intervened , and in ge tting 

through t he edge of them , the column had lost s i ght of the 

steeple and got off line so that it came out near the highway 

about 600 yards north of the poi nt where it had expected to 

enter the road and fields beyond . (See intended and actual 

r outes , Map 2) . There it came under a steady and increasing 

small arms f i re , and as it moved along the fire gr ew heavier j 

yet it continued in an approach march f ormation until lNithin 

e 200 yards of the road junction X. JONES then told his men to 

get und erway . The 2nd Platoon under LIEUT EDWARD L . WIERZ­

BOWSKI, plus the Engineer detail from "C", 326th Battalion , 

under LnUT MOORE , plus the LMG section from Battal i on 3 under 

LIEUT GAY were to capture bridges Number 4 and 5 over the 

Canal and set up de f enses around them . 3rd Platoon and Compa­

ny HQ were to st.ay at the company rendezvous point, and 1st 

Platoon undor LIElyr GEORCE 1'1. HARPER was to enter BEST and put 

a r oadblock on th0 ma in road rur.ning north and south . Thi s 

was the plan , but even as tho groups began to mov e toward their 
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appointments, the fire from west and north of them gained such 

volume that the men had to g~t down , and then advanc e by rire 

and movement to the h i ghway as 1st Platoon took off on its 

mission toward BEST. I t was only a few minutes later that 

3rd Platoon had to be thrown over to the right of 1st Platoon; 

the latter had been halted by frontal fire from across the 

highway and CAPT JONES saw 80- 100 enemy working through the 

ditches and along the line of trees over on t he riGht flank , 

.- approaching the road junction . To that point went 3rd Platoon, 

as well as 2nd Squad of 2nd Platoon to engage the enemy with 

fire from the road s ide ditches and to stabilize the situation, 

at least for a moment (Positions near X, Map 2 ). 

They had been there but briefly when they saw a Ger man truck 

convoy - 12 trucks and several small cannon - coming toward 

them from out of the northwest on the STEENWEG- BEST road . 

• AN AMBUSH They were barreling al ong toward 
l!'AILS 

the crossroads where 1st Platoon 

confronted them from the south and 3rd Platoon from the east . 

The word was passed around to hold all fire , suck the column 

in and destroy it 1Nhere the men had no chance of getting away . 

A Ge::-rnan motorcyclist was running 250 yards i n front of the 

column~ He came on through the block and proceeded toward the 

Canal . But t he Company HQ detachment ha d not been told of the 

plan, and so they f irE:d on t he cyclist when he went by . That 

stopped the German coluIl1Il instantly , and the Germans jumped 
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from their trucks and deployed through the fields about 300 

yards north of the block . They then began to sift forward 

under cover of the houses and fruit trees . PVT WILLIAM T. 

HA!dMOND saw this take place and he yelled to t he other men 
, 

along the Jrd Platoon line : "There are 200 more Germans com­

ing this way." Very quickly , this new group of enemy got two 

20 mm guns forward and began to fire toward Jrd Platoonts 

gr ound . 

The pressure there was already intense . Small arms fire from 

BEST and shell from a 20 mm gun and a piece of A- T artillery , 

located in a filling station on the edge of town, wer e con­

verg ing on the positions around crossroads X. Too , there were 

numerous German snipers along the road to the south and their 

fire was biting at the company r ear . S/SGT JOI1l'1 J . WHI TE had 

been killod and LIEUTS WILLIAM CRAIG and JOlIN T. HART had 

• 
 been wounded . 


2nd Platoon was ordered to the left flank to deal with the 

sniper fire - thus for the m.oment forego i ng its miss ion against 

the bridge . WIERZBOWSKI, who was in charge then gave the 

orders which led to the first inc i dent in the scattering of 

this company . He sa id that he would take one s~uad and t ry 

to move along a hedgerow i nto BEST . He would t hus become the 

right element of the left . He told LIEUT ANDREW P . DUFFY to 

take one s~uad under S/SGT JOHN C. PONS , plus the section of 

LMGs under LIEUT GAY and one squad 'of Engineers under LIEUT 
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LIAR; they were to go 200 yards beyond (left of) his el ement , 

then "move in and cover my left flank . II 

When WIERZBOItSKI reached the hedgerow he called by radio and 

told JONES of his pos i tion and intentions. The group then 

moved forward and got about halfway to the main road . There 

JONES called them back. VlIERZB0\1SKI got his men back and then 

sent 2 men to recal l DUFFY . 

... But DUFFY had moved about 500 yards to the southeast before 

turning back toward the road , which route took him through a 

heavy pine growth. His detachment began to get loose 20 mm 

fire , and when they stopped to consider , PONS CQuld hear Ger­

mans talking in the woods just a few yards on beyond them . 

DUFFY took the LMGs and start ed forward to set them up on line . 

From the edge of tho wood he could look into a farmyard and 

see a group of Germans around the 20 rom piece . He got his 

til five guns up , hed all of them open f ir e on the 20 rom at once 

(150 yards away) and saw a couple of the Germans fall from the 

fire . Within a split second - so fast that it seems olear the 

enemy was waiting for , and had possibly seen the advance of 

DUFFY ' S party - tho Germans opened fire with three 20 rom guns 

on half - tracks t which came from behind t lw house and barns . 

Four men of the LMG section were struck down by the first burst . 

CPL WILLIS HART said to DUF:;~t : "If we stay here we'll all be 

killed. It DUFFY said : "Let ' s try to work back to the company . 1t 

Thon somebody yelled: "Men hit on the right flank." LAIR pick­
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ed up a machine gun and tried to get across the road with it 

in order to cover the withdrawal. As he did so , another Ger­

man 20 rom opened fire f r om the right flank , and the other men 

• 

lost s i ght of hi m. CPL WILLIAM T. NICHOLS went down , hit 

five times by bullets . (PVT WESLEY E . JACKSON caine back i nto 

the woods that night and carr ied NICHOLS out on hi s back ; 

while he was carry i ng him , another bullet hit NICHOLS . ) The 

Infantr y , except for some of the wounded , got out in~ed iate ly . 

Becasue of their quick withdrawal the Engi neers , save for two 

men , got separated from them: they had stayed on with the 

machine gun on the l eft f l ank . 

DUFFY had no radio and therefore did not know that the left 

flank had been ordered back . He wi thdr ew because of the 

enemy fire . What had happened was that after the platoon 

moved out , JONES got orders from COLE telling him to get 2nd 

• PIa toan J the Engineer s and the LMGs down to the canal bridge 

at once , regardless . That order, given wi thout any exact 

knowledge of the situation , put JONES "between the devil and 

the sea ." (His own vwrds : STOPKA confirmed the g i ving of the 

order .) He knew that he couldn 't hold the road- block with­

out susta i ni ng the flank to the south of it , and henco he 

felt that he coul dn ' t send the bridge force out wi thout wi th­

drawing the whol e company to a better defens i ve pos i tion . 

(J OMES ' explanation of his s ituat i on . ) He decided to pull 

off to a point about 1000 yards south of the roadblock , and 
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on that decision he called the left flanl< back . 

• 

But of' these act i ons and dec i sions DUFli'Y knevi nothing . The 

two runners which WIERZBmiSKI sent a f ter Dt3FF:: C8;.ile back and 

reported they couldn't find him . WI E1i.ZBo\fSKI ':leilt out to 

s~arch but didn't do any better. DUFFY and h i s i';!3n had fallen 

back toward the ma in woods , cor.J.e under f i re aGain , and re ­

treated dee:;)er into the woods south of H (:Jap 2) . \/URZBm!3KI 

told the runners to keep up the search and he went bacl< to 

JONES, leaving his squad at the edge of the woods , 'di th the 

runners • . JONES told him that he wanted a pla.cs to r-eoreanize 

the c Olil.;:>any and ~i:uRZBO:'''SKI sa i d that the place he left his 

sq,uad would be suitable . 'r!le remainder of the 2nd Platoon 

(1 s~uad) led off to the new ass6.!:":lbly point . The mgineers 

(1 platoon less 1 squad) followed . Company H9, ther.. pulled 

away frO~l the h i Ghway and the 3rd Platoon 1J.rithdrew from the 

right flank . 1st Platoon followed down the highHay , across 

e 	 the ditch and down the road . They moved inte t.he vIood , re ­

lieved 2nd Platoon of the defens e , and set up a ~erimeter 

about 75 X 50 yards , 'Nhere the balance of" the compa..rw remain ­

ed while WIERZBOUSKI went on south with his ba.dl y depleted 

group to try to wrest a bric.::;e f rom the German JulTj in the 

darkness . 

But the 2nd Squad of 2nd Platoon , which had been 'tlith 3rd 

Platoon, 	hadn ' t rece ivec1. the order to Y:1thdraw . Thre e men 

of the s quad flare ir.. the corner house to the nort!1east of the 
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road jUi.1ction a The cons t ant fire of an enemy 20 rum" gun made 

it a lit t l e difficult f or them to observe anything , so t hey 

quit the second floor f or the fir st . CfL ARTHUR B. EV~~S and 

t wo of his men were :i,n a ditch near the house . They saw the 

~en a l l around then begin t o pullout and they tra iled after . 

Three other men fr om t he squad , who were in ~ositio~ to east 

of the road , saw them J;et out, and t hey too follo,;ved . "rhe 

r<l.en still had the idea tha t .3rd Platoon was \';it.lldravlinG; a 

.' shor t distance to set up a defense a r ound the CP o So !N_U~S 

found a l ike ly- l ooking ditch , :put his men i n it and had the.til 

• 

cover the pos i t i on in al l directions . Then one of ths B.en 

went looking for the CP and found that it was Gone . T~e compa­

ny, was alr eady vanishi ng dOi-ill the road to the southeast . He 

Bot the f i ve other :T..en and they took off after t:1e company l 

finally ~ett ing up to 1st Platoon ," vo/h i c:J was brii1 "~ing up the 

rear . As the colu.'TUl came i nto the '.-IOods J EV AiqS I ::len sp11t 1n­

to two groups to look for 2nd Platoon, but ins"tead J they b1J!llp­

ed into part of the Eng ineer pa!'ty IN"hich had been wi th DUFFY 

and Which they kne\/ ,-/1as on t he S8.l11e mission as "i:thsir platoon. 

Tll'2Y joined them. The En~:;ineer s Viere headed for the br l dse . 

1;/.:ffiRZBO'./SXI and his Gr oup Got only 30 yards i nside of the 

~loods ;.'!hen they dr ew the i r f ir st fir e (?ia:; 2) . The sun was 

just then cotli ng even with th.e "horizon; but li~ht still fil­

'ilIERZBOWSKI'S "Gered i nto the woods abuntantly . 
P:.P.T'£ 

The men found thei!lSelves in a 
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young plantation of pine planted in eve::11y checkered rows 

and \·dth fire breaks runninG olear throuzh the ::)lantation 

every 20- 25 yards . The Germans had filtered into t.he plan ­

tation and s::;:aced machine ;~uns out so that they coveI"ec1 some 

of the lanes for thzir entire len...~thj ye';:, there was no way 

of knowing at which of the lanes the advancin,s :.?latoon would 

d1'a"I" fire . Des)i te their d~',: indlins nlUubers , ~1I3.ilZBO iSXI; S 

men seeI!led to him to be still ea.:;er , but anxious; they felt 

that "they would have to Get down to the bridGe before the 

li2;ht failed and they thought they were losing valuable tiae . 

(His description of their attitude . ) ~{hen the maohine .::;uns 

opened on them at the first fire lane , '.lIERZBO-)SKI felt that 

additional restraint 'lias necessary , and he '00lc1 t~lel.il to pro­

ceed slowly, and checlc at each lane , 

T~lat .ii18.de the l:lOVenent plodding . I"nere was a lane every 15 

;:,ows of trees . 'riley could travel onl.)' that far collectedly~ 

Then at the ed5 e of tl").e lane tlley s toPPGC( and dashed across 

it, one nan at a tine . Every third or fourth lane , they did 

so under fire : it V18S possibl:s to see at least 400 yar6.s 

along the lanes and the GerJ:l8.n guns wh ich were )0~:!1)ing at 

theLl were ',Iel l of: to tile fl:i~lcs . Finally ti:~B 'f~~101e colUj:;1l1 

r'loved alo~g in a line of files, and :JIiRZBO'dSKI order'8d theTJ. 

to svling abou.t 75 yards i"Jore to the l eftward as he l10peo. to 

get the remainder of 11i8 fox'ce dovm to the bricl:s'3 .'dthout ex.­

1: si:!1:S theI.:!. which he would have to 0.0 if he ::,:!.ov :~d then LltO 
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the open ground on the right flank . He had only just dis ­

covered that he was short another squad and that CPL EV.A1'!S 

and his raen had not come up . I n the party he had only 18 :.:aen 

fror:l the company and 26 engineers under LD."'UT MOORE ; DUFFl~ 

e.lld GAY and their :;).en were still :uissing w 

WIERZBOWSKI'S party came at last to 'Ghe final f ire break. I t 

was covered with machine gun fire .. They sprinted across it 

• 
and g ot into the last small patch of vJOods . They then began 

THE ADVAliC:;: uPON to crawl on into the open and it 
THE BRIDGE 

was at this moment that sane of 

LIAR'S me n - three of them walkiI1L~ wounded - rejoined them 

(Map 2) . They had been hiding in the brush and \ Then they heard 

WIERZBO~.fSKI 'S scouts reporting to him , they called out to the 

party . PVT JOE E t r...:IANNwas the lead scout and FVr JAi·.8S C . 

HOYLE the ~rur.lber 2 scout . T_~e group !lad como now into ter ­

rain which 'das sliGhtly rolling . Beyond it was a snW.ll area 

• of marsh .. 1flANN skirted "yet farther le f t to avoid it and cane 

out on the dike bounding the Canal . He sent word back to 

\1 J:ERZBO\.,rSKI that there was a hard surface roact b~1 top of the 

dike and HOYLE then led them up to it. 'Ehey crawled on over 

to the bank of the Canal and felt t be ir way .G lmll~r along it, 

COr:lil1Z at last to a load ing Z0:;18 Hhere two lar t!;e derricks 

blocked their way. I t "'laS nOVi total darlcness 01 a rainy night J 

and they v/ere still about 500 yards east of the bridge . T~ere 

was a catwalk s11s:gsnded out over t he Canal and around the der­
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ricks llnd the co1ur:.ol..I"1 crawled over this cutwalk - completel y 

exposed to the enemy had a ::lare gone up duri~~ those iJinutes . 

The hour was then about 2100 . The walk was wet and slipper·y . 

They went on a l ong: the dike , trying to feel tha ir way in the 

darkness . I t took thea per haps another hour to close that 

:rinal d i stance to t.!1e bridee . 

ilDmZBO,'/SIG f i gured they were about JO-hO yards fro~·.l the goal 

when a few rounds of rifle fire blazed out of the darkness 

e 	 ahead of ther.l , coning close to the party . Still , he fi;ured 

he Wa3 not d isc overed ; so he crawl ed on u:p to the lead scout 

to reconnoiter his situation . He wanted to kno;.,r if the bridge 

was there and whether anyone was guard in3 it . They crawled 

on a little way - and t hey crawled too far . At that t i me the 

Germans covering the brid{;G l1ad 'been changing e:uards and t he 

old sentry had withdrawn t o the bridge entranoe . Thus they 

m.issed h i m. But the new rna!'! came on back and past. them and 

e 	 WIERZBmlSKI and the sc out discovered t~'tat they were with in his 

sentry post. They could no t jump him: there waS a e;uard on 

the f ar s ide and he leept shouting to the gU£'o.rd and firing off 

his rifle periodically . And they couldn f' t l eave : they were 

so close t o him. that any movenent would pr obably reveal them. 

So for Jilany minutes - perhaps 30 or iilore - they st.ayed t here, 

:lot know i ng what to do . 

'r he r.J.en who had been left behind them on the s i de of t~le d i ke 

were confused by WIERZBOWSKI'S a bsenoe and the s econd in COIil­
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mand was not ({ Il i te cer ta i n whether they should proceed " The 

hal f hour passed : they had grOl.·m very uneasy . A few potato 

masher s came toward them. frorJ the other side of the Canal . 

'rhen a couple of men began to scrfu"llble u:) the banI::: . Others 

f0110"/6d . liLlSUT 11'l.~TSOl~ cal led out an order . \le d idn 1 t get 

i t c l early bu t the group ;:noved up behind the other !ilen . ;; (FI T 

HOYLE'S v{or ds " ) As t he fourth man - PVT PERICI.!:'S - Gained the 

top of the d i Ice , t he enemy opened on them '.'li th ;ila:c hin~ Gun s 

• fr oin the other s i de of t he canal- about 5 guas - a nd "\{ i th 

r ifles from the ir own s ide . PVT p:::p.Kn~S was hit in the 

sho1.!lder . The sudden f ire stampeded a number of the par ty : 

they ran f'or the ....lOods . The others scra!'ilbled dm.;n tht3 s i de 

of the bank and began to dig i n . The fir inl~ ' nOliever , proved 

a rel ease for Hr.i:P,:ZBO~fSKI a nd LfAt'U·;. They ju..'!1ped up and r an 

back to the pl atoon . \IIZRZBO\.lS~I then had ' h i s men fall back 

about 60 yar ds , while a r til lery a!1d :norte.r f ire began to fall 

• a r ound therJ . While t~ley dug a trench ~ he c:lecl-ccd up. Hc.~ had 

15 I!"!3n a:ld 3 officer s l cf' t . Three of the Eng ineers had been 

hit . There was 1 mac h i ne ,gun wi th 500 rounds , 1 oort,ar wi th 

6 rounds and 1 bazooka vlith 5 rounds in the ::?osit i on . Th3Y 

stayed there i n the shadovl of tha di ke . The rain continued . 

At 0300 the enemy fi rins ceased . 

JON:ZS , back at the 2!osition in the woods , sent 3 pat r ols down 

to l ook for t he 2!1d Platoon that nis ht but eec l! C8.!lle back and 

reported that i t coul d not r~ke contact . At 2300 , COL COL2 
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called him and said : nGod damn it J get a -)latoon down there . 'if 

.JO~~S sent the 3rd on the essigrunent . 31'>d ;i1ade three attem:'Jts 

to get t o the bridge but was driven back by fire each tii1le ~ 

The company continued to get artillery shell and r,lcrtar v/itllin 

its perimeter , and .30 :men '.Vere either ldlled or wounded before 

morning 	Ca."1ld . 

By the time CFL ]''VANS earlier in the evening had hitched on 

to the Engineer detail ';,!hile looking for 2nd Platoon , his 

e 	 squad !lad dwindled to 2 men -.- -PVTS HARRIS and GIGLIErUO . The 

THE i':VAlIS Engineers , too , tried to make their 
----oROUP 

way through the woods , and in so 

doing, split apart under these circWilsta~1CGs : at the t r a il 

Which divided the woods halfwajr J t he leadL1g :nen crossed stand ­

ing Uy , but a machine .];un beGan to f ire down the trail as the 

last few men came up to it . The lead Br oup ke}t. on go ing . 

The !:"1en 	 at the rear began to dash across one at a t 11"1e J and 

_ 	 by the time they were collec-:'ed on the other side of the trail 

the Engineers had gone on beyond the \{Oods 3.l1d ".,../ere out in the 

open . SaT SC OTT of the EnGineers saw that t.here lifere still 

six ril.en on the nigh side of the trail and he )TGlled to them 

to hold it, then "went back and joined t!1e!i1. 'the enem~r f ir e 

was nov: sVleeping low through this ge neral area of t.he woods, 

and the men :sot in a ditcb a nd started to cra~Nl out . After 

they had eone )0 or 40 yards, the fire quieted . Tha~.r got UIl 

and started to ste:9 out. Tl'H31.1 the bullet f ir e found them again 
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and they 	got down . For several hours they continu<9d with 

this up- and- down n~ovem.cmt- and ah·rays they drew f ire . At 

last the y 	 realized that the Germans '.vere on thr3€ sides of 

then and 	 clos ing in - firing always wi th autOi.l16.tic weapons . 

The daI'l'Jl €ss and the rain cams . The men had lost all S3nse 

of dir ection and 1i"lere simply wanderi ng around , buf fcte(i. 

the fire . The ~r carle to an oyan , swan?y rield. traversed by a 

larGe d itch . They lar dmm in it and :;::;ulled branches over 

e 	 the::lselves . The Geri"4anS kept beating th0 bUS;.lCS in their 

search . About 0200, a l l became 4.uiet . 

The ~lnRZBO~;SKI end the EV!;.NS Gr oups stayed au G t h3:c e . DUFFY 

and his nen were lost sOBewhere in the wood s . The Battalion 

COj'ling into the .'3a:,;].8 \loods , c oul dn't f i nd the COi.]j.1any . I t 

set up its perinet er , and cont i nued to draw a S ~'}B.t.teril1S s.L.1all 

arns fire 	all throue h the Zlight. At 05.30 , ch13 volune increas ­

• ed heaviJ.:y ) ~"h'3 flrin;::;: coninz raainly frorJ. the hi~h~'lay east of 

B1:ST , a nCi. 	 the Ba t talion beginning to suffer casual"Gies. Just 

after first liGht ~ SGT NcKD.ll.!Y returned f rom ;:H !; and outlined 

the position to COL COLE. Shortly thereafter J Battal ion waS 

abl e to tie - in wi th t hat cmuj)any . There was still no word 

from \·IL.mZBOWSKI at the bridge : the eneLlY held. t he Ground be ­

tween Battalion anrl h i s position and crowded hL,l alon~s the 

Canal bank and f rom. across t he river. COL:!: thou.::;ht the pla ­

toon had 	probabl y been annihilated . He said s o to STOFKo'\. 
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COLE and 	I1HCHAELIS consul ted ear·l y in the 8o:r·nil1h and it. was 

decided. to serid 502- 2 across the richt flan.}c ·GO tr}T and take 

t:1C: heat off COLE ' S nen . What had been intended a s a rOl.rc ine 

job for apIatoon vias now becor.1ili.~ a resimental as;jigmnent . 

As tile l i ght. gre'/! , so d i d the f i re froIJ. the n qlrt..:.l , '."Jest and 

south , and COLi!: ~JUll ed 502- 3 deeper into the '.JOods . But the 

trees were so eVGnly spaced that they ,rovid3c1 little cover ­

and the holes ',vere dug deel) . 

e 	 En 2 had landed on the Drop Zone at 1330 the da.:r 0e1'ore , and. 

wit:1in 1 hour end 10 ainutes was 97 :percent cos:;lat;e . It 

moved in COlU!..U1 of c O'::lpanies to a positio.-:. at :?R.A"..I.·~rlHOEF and 

'NIE ADV~4.;JCE OF set up a pe:rimeteI" defei1se . At 
--gEAPPUIS ­

1900 , it !··i.Qved to o1.D asse:-.!bly area 

ju.st north of zan read:r ·Go sup;ort the 506t:1 rt~.~·i;.::.en t' s action 

tOVlard Znilln:OV.J:N . At ChaO ne;;:t l7~orn inG , before consulting 

caw , :!IC"EiAELI S alerted 502- 2 to ii::ove on B:!:ST 8.i.1d ~c elievt3 

e COLE , a!ld then secure the roa(.l. tr·idGe . vr COL S;"fEVb C:-iAFPUIS 

~·.10ved out at CGOO 
t 

north to HALl':E "\10LFS;;nnaL &110. t.L;m \-'lest 

to h13 - 275 . Ee was hearing frOiU. COL: v:La rad io t.i1.:::t De VIaS 

having to adjust his del'ens ive ar:......an6e~:.lel1ts as "the ene2:"(.r was 

now cl'm'ld in~; lii:t:2 fror'J. all Si::.'i.8S . a I'll be :;lac1 to se e Y-OU ,;1 

said COW, II~Nhen you :set here . I) CHAPPUI8 "" '9.S t.o d8"teri:J.ine 

t!le location of COLE ' S rigllt fla:1J::: j 502- 2 's j:2ission then, "dt11 

i ts left 	pivot ing on 502- 3 , .las to 6.r· iv8 on in ·co BZST, then 

swinG south ~o the bridee . CliA.FP~IS t Battalio.;.J. ::-:.ove d i nto an 
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attack format i on at 413- 275 with compan ies echeloned to the 

right rear , so as to envelop the enemy left - i f :possible . 

On crossing WALICAMFS DIJKJ"l!; (not on maps ) Bat"Galion drew 

heavy fire from around MOLENKAMPEN (not on lilaYJS), but kept on 

I.:l.oving forward slowly , i'DI! on the left , HEll and then "FIT, un­

til at last the extreme platoon of liD" tapped the right flank 

of COLE'S Battalion. They then kept going ahead toward the 

highway 4 art was just like the book . fEhe Dutch had been hay­

ing and the fields ahead were covered by these sj,1all ,iles of 

uncollected hay. That was the only cover . FroLl left to rie ht 

• 
the line rippled forward in perfect order and witil perfect 

discipline , each grcup of 2 or :3 men dashing "(.0 the next hay 

pile as it came their time . You would have tilougl1t the piles 

were of concrete . But the J:l.achine gun fire cut into them , 

sometimes settin{~ the hay afire , sometimes wound i ll&; or k illing 

the men behind them. That did not stop any exce ::~t the dead 

and wounded . One man "'ent dmm from a bullet . I heard som~ -

- In ­



one yell : "SGT BRO DIE , you t re next . " A,'1other i:nan behind the 

hay pile yelled : :lBRODIE'S dead , but II i:! cO!ilini; on,\; and he 

jumped up and ran ahead . I t was like a problem being worked 

out on a parade ground. Tha squad leaders 'He r e lead ing : tha 

platoon leaders urged them on . Those 'who ks)t goinL usually 

managed to survive. The few who tried to hold back Here kil­

led . ;' (State:!lent of Lrr COL ALL.:J~ CTI{D:J;R . ) But C~lAPPUIS had 

to g ive ever . By the tilile Eattalion reaelled a line from 332­

• 273 to 333- 265 (!.lap 3) , it was taking such lossess that [-,e 

savl clearly to continu8 tn·g advance as orderel1 would mean tae 

destruction of his Batt'alion. (CHAPPUISI st8.tement. .) The 

"'/hole area ViaS beinG ,lastel' ed wi tn artiller~" , Jllortar and 

automatic fire fro!'.. be yond the hi[hwa;)' . Ei:,~h'G of his officerf? 

already lay strewn t~::,'ouGh the wheat field and about 21 per ­

cent of his men Vlere ,!;one . TIle attack lied been )ut 0:1 without 

artillery su'}?[:'ort and the Battalion '/Jas Getting 11elp only :from 

• its mill mortar s . CHAPPUIS stop~)ed it , pulled h is men back and 

recrganized. 

MICF.A8LIS concluded later (State):le nt of GINn:~R ane. C3APPUIS) 

that he had erred in sendii1t; C:1A....'PFUIS fcnmrd on th is line 

instead of having hiLl close righ~ in on 502- 3 2.:nd ,e.t ·cack under 

a covering fire from his mvn infantry, even if .1\3 cO~lld not 

get artillery . But til l:; strangth of the enemy in and around 

BEST , until 502 - 2 L1et it head- en , l1ad been esti11.ated a t only 

one - third of what was later found to be the casc . 
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At about the same tiEe that 502- 2 pulled back for its re ­

organization, the eneillY began to infiltrate be"0Wean : i GiI and 

:!H:l. The regilti.eilt Has nov; totally ',yithout resarves as CAS­

SIDY~S Battalion (See th<;; ST OEilllrnOW account) r;as fully en-

THE D:i:ATH 01<' THE HERO 
OF CARElrrAli 

lines in tha woods CQulcl n ot b~ 

tightened to a point vJhere all co:t:lpanies 'Were \'.131 1 - contain0d , 

because of the constant artillery fire , and on the other hand 

they could not '09 loosened any more . than 'Nas already doce, 

because as it vms I the enemy V-Tas coming by t.'/fOS and threes in­

to his linGs. (3'rCPKA' S descri]:rtion) iIG:: and ;·}P lost 1'.1en 

froD close - up rifle !'ire. COLE called o2.c k to rSi5iment for 

air support. A :[:e'd mi;'i.utes later he 'went ' oac'~ to 'L.he CP again. 

A shell had just hit his radio· operator in t.he Ilea.d and b lown 

his brains out . COL:3:: ,{ent to the radio, a::ld uiped the blood 

and brains frOEl it : it 'rles still working . He v.;as -,w iping sane 

of' the brains from tne head set when S'rOY.tCA, calM in a 2inute.. or so later to tell him that some P- 47s were cordng over . By 

this tirJe the i nfiltr ating Gerruans were firi£l;i.: into COLE1S 

CP and the coverinG fiTe bGhind the ener;w was so heavy tbat 

COw couldn I t get his men up asainst them. . The P- 47s carne 

10\''1 to s:trafe, and their bullet fire began to !lit 'the I3at ­

tal ion IJositions. STOPKA ':lent rur..nin] out to ,.!;et. t.ile Ben busy 

...dth panels. They hCi.d no regular :)an-els and they b3c;an tyinf 

orange flaz s together . 'A call iJar:18 ov~:r t~18 rad io for ::;'I'OFK.A. 

COL:!: sent for .h l~ . SI'OPK..4. fcu!1d COW still tr~r inG to clean 
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the blood of' T/5 DORAN off his person and i1e l.lad already lift ­

ed h i s body out of the' 2- Clan foxhole which was the COEmlaad 

Pos t. COLE Vlent on out to continue the panel work \'1here 

STOPKA ha d left off . He ciot the job about done. The P- 47s 

were now getting their fire into the ener:y ILles an6 the fire 

---' 	 trOLl the Germans along the hignway slackened . COlli walked 

Ol.!t in front of h i s men and beyond the Vloods , s'cood there for 

a few seconds with h is hand shielding h is eyes , looking u.~) Cit 

a circling plane . Then a sniper fs bullet fro~l1 a ilOuse 100 

yards a 1:/ay hit hiQ. throlt,.::;h the te~ndle and he c: i ed instantly. 

• 

LI3:UT RALPH A. WATSON was right behind him . 'He cQuldn 't 

bring himself to phrase the words : ;:COLE i s dead . ;' (This Has 

his expl~nation when we asked h io about it . ) ~o he sent 

STOPI.::A 0:.11] t.his n€l ssage : ;'Ycu are in cO!rlIi1and of the Battalion , 

and the ~"'xecutive ~..,.orked on for another hour , think ing i t was 

only a temporary ::nat 'V er • Ri:~:it after CCW d:r·o:')l)(~d , a German 

ran from the corner of the house and one of t.ile bat.talion 

ru.ac~line ~uns cut hin do'an; t.he men fi3ur3d t i.lis ,vas the ruan 

who had killed CCLE. They couldn't be certai!i of' it but they 

cont i nued to say to one ano '~her t~l&t i t Vias 80 . 

However I tile effe ct of C~i.A.PPUIS f advance had rea cted Oil t.he 

situat ion of the other e.roups . CPL :d:VA.:TS and ti:.e ~n;;ineers 

wi th him were still h i dden under the brush in thz J.itch ""hen 

Ilorning came. Soon after f i rst 

li~ht , the~r saw a party of Ale't'i ­
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cans advancing tm/ard -chern . ('fhis party is not. identified but 

it may have been one of the patrols from lilP . ) 'I'j.e six men 

junped from their hiding place and started out to meet this 

group ~ At once , machine (:;un f ire opened on them fro!l1 not more 

than 20 yards aVfay . But the fire VIas l-/ ild : "Ghe BneHY apparent ­

ly had his guns sited to ambush tlle oncoming patrol and OQuId ­

n 1 t get them around in t ,i me. The six men scurried back to 

their ditch and got under the brush . The Gerf:LanS tur-nGa rifle , 

automatic and mortar fire on the approaching American 'Party 

and the party faded back . EViJ\]'3 and the others 1,!-leren't look­

• 

i:lg to see whether anyone Vias hit. Their heads ';.;ere down . 

The Ger mans then moved out after th3 larger party , and as 

they did so , they ju:nged over the ditch where the six men 

were hiding, t,,'lQ of them passing within 10 feet o!" EVANS . 

The passage of 502- 2 along the northern boundar:' of the woods 

had flushed narry of the eneny davID toward the southr,;est corner 

of' the plantation area and the enemy was eaininz strene;t:-• 

there . At first , however, this did not influ3nce adversely 

the fortunes of the little g rou,s isolated in tha t end of t he 

battleground. 

WIBRZ13 O':1SICI'S srlall party next the canRl dike sta~:'ed in their 

foxholes but kept t.i1eir heads u:D. As the Ii1or~'lins wore alone; 

they saw German infantrymen straying toward t.hen through the 

trees along the northern bank of' the Canal - straGglers from 

the action vrhich had been forced by CP..A?FUIS. They held tieir 
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fire and their ground , and when the Germans :;ot to within 

40- 50 yards , they nmved t.hem down , locillinc; about 35 I:len in 

this canner~ The br i dge was still t~er3 - an i mposing , one -

span concrete structure ) perhaps 100 feet in J.s llGtt.. . Du.ri::lg 

the darkness the sentry had been ','Ii thdrav/l1 from the north-

bank approach . The object to':lard wh i ch the ent i re attac!{ ~'..as 

.direc ted t herefore lay oper.. , \ldth in 60 yard3 of ..!..rne men aug­

i n next the Canal bank. But there was a GeriJ.a.il barracks j u st 

• 20 yards fran the b:r'idge and south of the cana.l , with dUG- in 

pos itiO!1S around it . Another gr cup of ener.:,:,r had tal<en up 

• 

pos i tion 80 yar ds away J on t i1e far s ide of tile .h i g...~'Na~" . IIEvery 

tir19 we ra i sed up to start tmlard t~e brid3~ He dl'ew heavy 

f ire from t \IO s i des . 1\ (HOYLE ) Around 1000 , the 1>,'atch ing r.ien 

sa';v a German sold ier and a civilian - they fit;;ured he was 

Dutch - come up to the far s ide of the br idge and stand aroun d 

i t for 15 - 20 !ni nut·3s , apparently conversing . They thought 

Ii ttle of the incide nt and in any case , they could not get a 

clear shot at the soldier . 

At exactly 1100 , there v,;e.s a terl~ if ic 8x:;>108io:::1 . 'r;18 Aneri­

cans sa": the concrete span shake and lift anc1 'i; hen ·l.h ay .had 

to bend low i n the i r foxholes as the concret e anQ steel debr i s 

THE BRIDGE :'ro::l the rui n fell all around them . 
IS BLOI<1l 

',ilhe Garr.lan and the civilian had 

come back to set a time fuse to an already prepaI-ed deraclit ion . 

But of this , WmRZEO'.lSKI c9u.ld eet nc word bac!\: -t.o the Eat ­
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tal ions , and they continued to act , thinkins that the prize 


\ was still within grasp , and thinking a lso that. HI ERZBo\/SKII S 


group had been de stroyed . hfAl\l}! and HOYLZ .made one sort ie . 

They saw a Ger illan 88 rnrJ. dU!np , with ammunit ion and spare parts , 

lying about 100 ~'ards fro:r:l them and to their l eft D.nd the y 

snaked out and destroyed it with a few rounds fror~ a bazooka . 

I t occurred to them thGn that the ground l1ext the dUJ.!lp was 

in such position that "it was secure against everytlline; exce:pt 

• grenades thrown f r om the other s ide of the Canal . So they 

stayed there , and in the course of the next hour shot six 

Ger:uan s coming toward theill from the north . Then MA.l.'JN was hit 

twice by rifl e bullets and he turned the bazooka over to 

HOYLE . An 8S waS fir i ng east from about 150 yard s up the 

Canal. HOrLE had the good luck to hit and destroy it ...... ith 

his first round. 

The P- 47s caTIle O'ler about 1100 a::1d strafed .fIiJ:RZBO\;SXI' oS men , 

e 	 but none was l1it . The group could hear the fire of the Bat ­

talions around the 'Hoods but couldn I t see t hem; they thou~ht 

that the Battalions were coning on to'l';ard them and that they 

would shortly be rel ieved. In mid- afternoon t hey ~ ot a COlli~­

ter- attack a l ong the canal bank from the north and drove it 

off . LIEUT HA'rSOH' of the i!ngineers made a prowl cut in front 

of the position t.o get a better view of the one'.17 . He vla s 

hit in the [;lid - sectio:1 and went down . First ai1 wan , PFC 

ORVAC crawled out and tr'eatad hiE. Then ~1~ZB01JSKI Wd..'1t out 
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to look him over . WATSOl~ thouGht h i s testicles 11..10. been shot 

him . ·flI.1:i:RZBO~JSKI drag::;ee~ hiH 150 yards bnc:c ·co the lines . 

His testicles were all rizht .. YifT LUTLIER "{as h it and ldlled 

by a shell fragraent in. the head . PVT MANN ·was hit by tiiO 

:~lore bullets . He ';/as bandaGed and his arms ~lad to te put in 

slinGs but he be;ccc1 ',IIERZBOHSKI to let hi;21 st.ay i:lit11 t.he c".I.e ­

fenders instead of putting hid in the foxhole v.r iti1 tte oti1er 

• wounded ; the ref.Iuest was Granted . F''lT NCRT::C::HIT , ):lit in the 

base of the spine, died frOIll loss of blood ~ By no,", t he de ­

tacful1e!1t was out of med ical sUP1Jlies . LIEU'r LAIR ai1d SGT 

BETRAS of the ~nginecrs volunteered to try a!ld br·ea!.: tl1row;h 

for aid .. A few minutes later ~ B.J.:TRAS cane i n c. iOU!10.C:d . They 

had been arnbus.:J.ed and LAIR had been knocked dm:n b~r a bullet 

and then captured . 

Soae tLle in the early afternoo::1 a British reconnaissa::1ce car , 

_ acco!"1pan i ed by a British ar!)lOred cn r ·, carJ.e 1.lJ? 0 :1 ·c~1e other 

sidz of the Ganal. \iIlRZBO,fSKI ~/elle0. across to ·c ;.1e~:l , tell­

ing of' ilis situation . Th'3 Ger:nans'I'llE LOHG AFTERlWOlT-------_......._---­

J:'"",.tlled aroui1d t. .~e cornGr of a builGil1J and 0) 3;:w d li:;:'3 on 

'lUiGtGd : :L1 t h e faca of a det.ermined St o.i1d ;jY one al·':"'lcred C'.:i.1·, 

·i:. he CerIa.an Garrison o:! t.hE) ot .'~er sid e 0:;:" tl10 Ga il:>. l g ot out . 

CPL DArUEL L. GOR: ·:,\r; :'ound a sI.lall boat a t ·\:.113 bcU}.!\: , r oO ted 
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across to t~e armored car :me Co.r:l~ back ,6'ch a ,',i3dical kit . 

'ilIERZBmJSKI yelled acrose to ther,l -Co cal:" Divi s io~l on radio 

and ex,lain the ne3d :for relief . 'rhe car couldn't l.:e-c Di ­

vision, so it; rer1a i~lCd 011 t .t.3 far s i da of the Ce.ilal to COV '~I' 

;;HE1<ZBO~}Sla , "JIW then noved his £Ilea to the bank , :,! lanllinc 'to 

row thei':1 across to the chelter of the a r mored ca.r . l'h8:SX it ­

ish cOiumander :.lellect to him : :IStay where y ou aI' ~ ! I al"·l sure 

that help l;~ ill be i1are soon .;r PVTS XOI..:LER , WALD'.r and LAINO 

• Z'Jad8 a ~)rowl tmvar-d th.'3 derri cks and came b<.1c ': -',,' i ~;;l tb.r'ee Ger' ­

nan i:28 dics and one Hounded Gerr.:a~ of f'ice r . ':1I';;RZBO-;'SKI told 

then to :;;et to ',!orlc 011 ,~is "..'wunded , ',v_iich tj,;.':- d i d. . '.fila t he 

really nc,~df:)d was ::,JJ.asr.1a . '.jAT30H Has in ba0_ sha~CJe ; J'.10R1."'!-lRUP 

","las, slo\'dy dyin:,; . 

Back at the Battalion8, t,he actio,:, ~l ;l d moved a lon t!.lroush the 

day . At 1700 , lla.vin:::: COlil) letcd his rcor{5o.nization f'ollCl'v in/~ 

the attack , CHA.PP~H.s \,1ho ....m:.; thon !lear 3&2- 271~ (S - !Sa) 3) , 

e 	 was ordered to attack sout:leo. s t 0 :'.1 t.he east side of ttl€' m!.:srl'­

Zn;DTfOV,.m road , :)ass throu~;l~ 502- 3 and cont'inue '\;O attac!t: 

touar d t.ile br i d;5c, vhich Hee irl9nt. did not ,;ret ,lGlOW ;u:1d beel1 

blorm tha t I l01'Xl il1S . 502- 3 1-'{as direct.ed 'to su::r;~o:rt '(,his att,ac~( 

'1:it.i fire lll1til t ile fire ',ms :!:.:.asked . 

One )latoo.J. frOil nD" ul.lder LT3UJ:l ~mrrOlJl "."l'~m::. s"c:ca i ght c10~1:1;:l 

'ehe r 0 8..r1 SO.;:'::'8 ti.l,ll) after 2300 , tied. int.o ")L:Rl.LO''';SKI ' S rp ­

sition at t.~le brid3G on t~le left" a!lG. ssttlz0. (;,ovn. . ;TOT 
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earlier ?atrol from aE:r (curiously , lwlIERZBO-l3XI ~lev er learned 

the identiy of this patro l and the matter was cleared uD by 

the H. O. by searching else./here in the Regiment) had coue into 

his lines and repor ted hav ine heard froI!l;tH:; that the detach ­

lilent had 	been wiped out . VlIERZBOVIS;a told them to get word 

back to 	their battalion of h i s position and )light , an6 they 

Ploved out , but the ir report got Ul) to CHAPPUI S only as confirLl­

ation of 	the fact that t he bridge had been blm.,i.1 . (CF-AFPUIS' 

statement : in the record . ) Several hours later the MOTTOLA 

e, 	 patrol came into dI:L!:RZBOWSKI ' S ,lines and' the r,len aga i n figu.red 

that they were relieved. wr-iY..ZBOVISKI according ly reorganized 

his lines so that his flank to the east~'lard \las o:pen. His l!len , 

utterly fatigued , dozed of f a little . In the mi ddle Of the 

niGht the MO'ITOLA grOll!? was beset by a lar;3eI' German g roup at ­

tacki ng from the d i rection of BEST and fell bacl<:'Nard across 

the canal , , sorile swirnruinG and others rowing across . They ulti ­

mately re- c r ossed the canal well to the eastv/ard and the sur ­

,e 	 vivors rejoined the battalion two days later . The cur i ous 

thine was that WIERZBO;'VSKI'S men were scarc e l y aware of this 

attack while it was being pressed against MO'llTOLA and they 

awakened to hear men splashing across the canal and to find 

th.:'1t their left flank support had yanished . 1'0 cOiilp l ete their 

misfortune , the British armored car , hearin:~ p.Illericans COIile in ­

to the position during the niCht , had concluded that the relief 

was accompl i shed and harl , pulled away frOB t he far bank . The 

survivors stayed in their foxholes awaiting the morn ing . 
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The MOTTOLA group had split off from the battalion as the lat ­

ter had trended left in attacking south in order to keep within 

the line of v'loods. The battalion ~;ot dOVIn to the ~L-'oad just 

north of the bridge and canal with little o~position a~d built 

up its defensive on a line 389-256 (Point P, Map 2). By then, 

it had just turned dark. 

The advance of CHAPPUIS took the last portion of heat off 

STOPI(A1S position. Even before that the situation had eased. 

STOPKl\ had got patrols from up to the road. ii'lhat renainede

 IIIii



of the enemy force along the higmvay south of BEST thereupon 

wi thdrev'l. Another group from. r1I;1 had blundered into the o.i tcll 

where EVANS 1/"as hiding vJith his five men and they forthwith 

joined that company and reDained with it during the next day. 

502-2, coming into the "loods, took up positions to the south 

and east of 502- 3. STOPKA pulled ,IGn out of his forward line 

and swung them to the rear to embrace 502-2 ~ ;IH" was deployed 

e		 far over to the right and HIli stayed where it "vas, with one 

flank dangling on the road and serving as a road block. The 

mortars were held in a central position. 
,--- -1 ---- ..- --.--- ~-'-l

\		 ~BEST 
I		 ".::..'..:' ./

11

t=-:-:.::-:.:.~.
I 

I		 / 

l , 
~ 
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~ -'~ .-or'\ e_	.--1----­	
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At 1930 STOPKA began ,Jetting artillery fire on ~1 is CP and he 

moved it 300 yards to the east . LIEU'r BAiGlR of "1" had the 

detail on the road block . ;..t 2400 an arr:ored C3.r \;i th 40 men 

behind it carc.e down the road and moved strai.:silt into the road 

block. The armored ccr got right up to it - bu:m.yer a.gainst 

the logs . LIEUT BURNS , comraanding ap' , had ~1 is men in the 

ditches o~ both sides of the road . They opened UD on the @ass 

at a few yards ran3e , killed about 10 and captured lJ.OSt of the 

• others. A few escaped in the dark and the armor-ed car ruade . a 

ge t away . 

That night , also~ CHAPPUIS got orders to attaclc toward the 

bridge at 0600 ; 502- 3 was directad to attack locally where 

necessary , and support CHAPPUIS' J'lttack with fire . In the 

If-lOods posit i on both battalions 'were ke?)t under intermittent 

• 
artillery attacl( throuGhout the night but their losses were 

il1considerable . 

Hith the first liCht of morning , '.4IERZB01/fSlCI and his l:1en found 

themselves enveloped in heavy mist . 'rhey were a lone and they 

ha.d not moved to redistribute themselves so as to cover the 

THE FINAL spaces left by llOTTOk\ ' S abrupt de ­
STA.-1'1D 

parture , which they d id not under ­

stand at all . As the li;};ht' greY/, WDRZEOHSKI looired around 

him . TWenty feet al,'lay he sm! a German off i cer - a g roup of 

men coming up behind him. ~n,.ERZDml$(I yelled . SGT BETRAS 

threw a grenade , and then several of the others threw also. 
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But the Gernans had beaten the1i1 to the throw aud grenades l~ere 

already rollinG down into the fox~loles . T..vo 11it the top of 

the embankment and rolle.d down amonG the v~ounded . BETRAS 

threw the first one out . . Someone else threVI t;1e other . The' 

third went 'Ni1d . The fourth hit the mach ine Gu.n and exploded 

directly into PVT LAI NO 'S faca , he being at the 2Ull. It blew 

his left eye out , blinded the other eye and i'lade a. bloody pulp 

of his face . PVT LA';iR:&'~CE KOLL~R and COPJl'llh"J were in a trench 

together . A bullet hit KOLLER ill the templ e . CORLVuU\! Yo3ll':3d 

for a first aid man . KOTJ:;;:n f,as~Jed for a fe'oN mOHents , then 

qu~eted , and CORBAN thought he Was dead . LAIN"O too was c r y ­

ing : ;;Aid man ! Aid . man ! It But the one :P.ledic baa. jumped to 

help KOLLER and there was no one to help unw. Then the men 

saw another grenade cone over WIZHZBO',lSKI' S. ileac). , hit LAINO 

on the knee and bounce off ·into his foxhole . They sa'V LAINO I 

still blinded I reach dovm gropin{.) for it, find it and toss it 

from his fox hole just a split second before it e::~Dloded . (All 

sttl'vivors aBreed on this Weird det;il . ) The nex t Grenade fell 

behi nd FVT MANN. He was sitting against the bank of t.he trench 

- a large trench containing six other :rilen - and he saw it come 

over and felt it land behind him . But h is arms "\Jers bound and 

useless because of his four wounds from the day before . ae 

yelled : !lGrenade : 11 to the other men and then he c1eJ.iberately 

(WIERZBOWSICI and the others all attest this . ) lay bacl-c on the 

grenade . It blew his back apart . ae said quietl~T to WIERZ­
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BO"ilSKI : :'Hy back's Gone J II and a <linute or tHO later died J with­

out a groan or a whimper - the bravest man , .:li s cO:.1T'ades said, 

that they had ever known . He had saved the other men , though 

PVT A..,\JTI:iONY ATAYDE , be i I1(S to his side , got nU::1erous ~'lOu::lds i n 

his body and PVTS PAXTOi~ and \{I~i.~Z were both hit b}r fragnlents 

in the hip . 

There was one more grenade . It exploded in front of the t.rener, 

and blasted l!-P a cloud of sand . Beh i nd this screen , the Ger ­

e mns came on . The men had kep~ asking ~1I3Rz:JO'/S:CI : :'311all we 

surrender or fight ?" They didn't ask this ti::J.e but he gave 

the answer . Their own la st grenadeTHE SURRENDER 

was gone . He said to them: ;!OK . 

This is the time . a Only three of his h:.en r e!ilained umwunded 

and the only quest i on was whether there was an;' prof i t in get ­

ting all of them killed . (dURZBO',ISKI'S l-lOr o. s . ) PVT AIIT"rlONY 

M. VlALDT 	 put a dirty nand!<erc h ief on his rifle and 'waved it . 

e 	 He wasn' t sure whether the e neI:1Y saw it, but all fire ceased. 

The men in thB foxholes , including the vlOunded , erah'led out 

of their holes and kept crawling; the enemy l<eyt them down , 

maneuvering low and around a pile of lOGS . The battalions 

were attacking not far away and the Germans d i dn ' t want to 

attract attent i on . But LlAi-iO couldn't make it; he 'las bleed ­

ing too badly . IrIIJ:RZBO\iS'iCI told a German NCO about LAIi~O, and 

ha dropped his rifle and went to ;lOrk :patching him up . Then 

they got on up to a nound o:!.' dirt next the his hv/ay vJhere they 
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were left in charge of one guard a nd a Ger:L18.n rJ.edical attend ­

ant. 

CORi1AN" and KOlJ..ER 'vlere about 8 f eet away fro~'il the trench in 

the i r own fox~101e . KOlLER was apparently dead . Vlhen the sur ­

render took plaoe , CORMAN dropped across him and )layed dead • 
. 

They lay 	there fr om early morning until 16) 0 , not moving , but 

catching the ir Dvm artillery fire around the position many 

ti~es . The Germans came up , set up a F~chine gun next the 

.~ 	 ho l e J a nd stayed there for a time , casually regarding the t,.-.ro 

men . They did not stir until finally American tan.l.cs carne up 

to t he !>osftion . KOLLER was haul ed away : there "'"/as still a 

breath of life tn h i Ll. 

• 

HOYLE , who had llOV9d out 'l .Jit~1 ;IIERZBOi:{sKI , "..vent as far as the 

road. There , he laggf3d a little wa y behind , dro)}Jed into a 

fOAhole and .pulled some branches in over hiril. A GerDIan machine 

gun crGW came alo!1g , set up 6 feet from hin and operated there 

for 8 hours. Hhen the tanks came do,im the road he was releas ­

ed . He r~ot UD , found himsel f a rifle and alUJ.llunition and went 

back into the battle. 

Ar.lOng the battalions , these things had he.ppenec~. on that day : 

CHAPPUIS 	moved out at 0600, and imr,lediately dl~ew heavy f ire 

from the 	woods to i.lis right .( on t.he left of t,he road) , and 

f rom the line of the canal . He advanced about '200 yar ds , tak ­

ing a few losse s on the vlay , and it. wos only then tha t the 
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patrol 	from :lEll got back to hiLl wi th word that the bridge "was 

blown . They h;;:,d lost the i r way and had remained i;:,mlobile i n 

the darkness . This neant that the attack had IOS~G ,oi nt . 

CHA..I:--PUI S called ~ilCIiA.;:!.LIS 'v/ho told h i m to take u? a de f ensive 

position alone:; the l i ne f r om wh i ch he had jum!Jed of f . T'ne 

Battalion remai ned there a nd was twice counter - attacked , the 

Germans coming .up the trail and throu3h ';;ha Ii tt l e l~ood . 

• T~1e enemy , comi ng f r om the d i rect i on of tte Drop Zone , had 

also hit at the f lanks of rIG" durine this eXChan,39 , nGlI hav ­

• 	 ing been uncover ed by 502- 2 ' s advance tOVlar d the bl'idBe . ilG:! 

held i ts l i nes . LIEUT DONALD IRrl II~ , counter - attacking wi th 

the 1st Platoon to str aighten ;tGlI l s line so as t.o meet the d i -

r ection of the attack , was hit in the head by a 29 imn shell . 

He lay there i n the field for 4 hours , the GerLlans crawling 

up to the edge of the f i eld periodically to talee potsi:!Ots at 

him with machine p i stols . m \/IN had 14 bullet holes i n h i s 

e_ body \·'lhen his roen VIer e at las t able to get to h i m and drag 

r him bacl< - st.ill al i ve . S /SGT ALWH -.{ . JONs3 J awar e thr-. t he I d 

get the ~latoon slaughtered if he took them across the f i eld 

/ 	
(His statement) , LloVed eradually around the flanlcs, until he 

could fi r e along the l i ne from which the t i re came at Im-lm . 

He killed 10 Ger mans (These dead -, Jere counted by others i.:J. 

the deta i l . ) , one rr.an at a t itle J and so dispatched the detach­

ment that had kept IRWL~ under fi r e . 

At 1040 , both battalion cm,wanders got 'llOrd that each battal ­
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ion would Get 6 tanks from the 7th Britil';h .\rJlored . STOPK.A. 

and CHAPPUIS conferred a nd they agreed to assault as follows : 

as the tanks arr iv ed, 1Ip: would put a platoon be~lind 3 tanks 

on the left of the road ; "Gil , v:ith 3 tan..:.cs , would move down 

Oil t he left of l'I;I'M'ap 3) . Each company would y u t one l)la ­

toon v"rith the tanks , one platoon follmdng close alone; and a 

third following by 200 yards . As they came to t he edGs of 

the woods , 502- 2 would fall in on the left and extend the 

• 

• 

sweep . 

I 
I 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 

. ..._._-­ . ._.-, ' 1-.-.-..~.~-~.~~---= 

Reports reached 3rd Battalion early in t he a f ternoon that tlie 

enemy was massing to the south al·ong the canal . While ill" 

still w·aited for its taJ?,ks , ,1GII g ot it s three taaks at 1420 

and imruediately j\L'il"ped off withou·t waiting for an order . The 

tanks fired a few rounds fro:-.l their 17 - pounders into the woods . 



STOPKA went running forward to try and hold ;I G:: un t il ,Ipt was 

• 

set , but before he could Give the order , 75 Ge~~r:.':.3.ns cam~ out 

of the woods with their hands in the air . 'rhe tanks he ld 

steady a nd cont inued firing into the woods and azail'!st the po­

si tions along the clike . nr! was now coming alan: , tanks v:i th 

them , and flushinG prisoners out of the roadside dltcnes . 

STOYAA saw' that the thing Was going to ldorl-c - tha.t (,iuite sud ­

denly the INhale s1 tuation vias turning - so he sent word to 

Regiment : IISend us all tIle BPs ava i lable . ;; To hiiil , it seemed 

clear that ' lIthe rwnbling of the tanks and tAe noise of their 

fire had taken all heart out of the enemy . \I , A fey! had to be 

killed by the fire j the others became \;rholl y dem.oralized . api 

caue abreast of ac ;! ; the BattalionTHE FINAL CLEAi'l- UP 

had 100 prisoners in the bag before 

• 

it had started its a ttaclc as a wl......ole. As the line straighten­


ed , STOPK...4.. yelled : llOK , nm"" take off!n 2nd Battal i on was al ­


ready ahead of .3rd Battalion , go ing along with its six tank s, 


and had shaken more than .300 yrisoners out of the ;wods . Here, 


too , :Jthe tanks were the decisi-.,re factor , a according to CHAF­

PUIS, who saVl Germans Uget up from their f ire positions and 

Hove toward our lines only to have their ovm cOElrades mow t he:L;I 

down vv'i th machine gun l'ire as they were try in,; to surrender.;: 

He saw HIO men killed that Hay . :; The rest of the ope1'ation 

for 2nd Battalion Vias hardly more than a ::nop-U~) . In two hours 

time the Battalion captured 700 ,risoncrs . .3rd ,Battalion like ­

wise moved right alone with pr isoner s coming into its lines 
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by the hundreds , STOPKA told h i s assault force not to bother 

n i th tlw prisoner-s o ;iL at then COllie on back and \"0'3 1 11 find 

some wa~.r to talee care of them . 0 So tohe tan.lm a~J.d Am.s;-·iean 

infantry cont inued to bore fOr'Nard and the beatG .~1 Gerr:laLls, 

s':'ngly a::1d in little :nOGS , sifted back through thelo", nei thar 

foroe paying i;1UCh attention to the ot her. The acting Bat ­

t alion Zxecut ive , CAFT FRAl'\j~C LILLTI-:IAN, mustered a crew of 

cooks l nessengers and oddments and took over "i:; ~1e &;uard d2tail ,

• until the MPs arrived. The advance went on as far as the 

Canal , sweeping through a field 'which was litter-ed with enemy 

dead - some dropped by our f :i,re, others killed by the i r own 

officers . (Note : 'l'he testimony among both tattal i ons on this 

point from eye- ','litnesses a,)ears fully cr3dible . ) That even­

ing , STOPKA. had a detail Ci10Ck the field , and they counted 600 

Gerraan bod ies . At the Can.al , LIEUT B.!~>lliR of "rJ took one pla­

toon over to the right of the road and cleared out patches of 

• viOod along tile h i ghway for 400 yards . The balance of the two 

battalion.s held steady along th8 Ca;'lal banle , Re(~ir.1ent order­

ing them to stay trlere until further notice . T~ley had taken 

1100 pr isoners during thG a:r."ter::1oon . The tanks 'Gool-c up }JO­

sit ion in the f i eld north of the Canal . Jeeps caHe i..'lto t.J.e 

Amer i can lines to carry out the wott.nded . 'l':E Cerr,lans in BJ:3T 

kept up a desultory art;Ll1El~~:r fire . 

2:::J.d Battalion Occ'Ul:ied and o:-cganizecl a defe!1sive ,0sit ioLl on 

the west of' ,the road fro!l the Canal ~o 38l~- 260 (as shown on 
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Map 4) , 'with 3rd Battal i on on its right . rlithin this z one , 

they destroyed six 88 mm guns , strung along ~;1e road at 50­

yard intervals . 

From their posi t ion back of ti::.s l:lound , where t.he t 1 i O G€rI!l.8.ns 

had guarded them , 'i1I:!F.ZBOHS;:{I and his fei: survivors saH wou:::ld­

ad Germans stream back to the rea= looking for aid men . A 

f ev., 01' thern. stopped lJy the ':"'lotmdSYlALL VICTORY 

and as}ced for help . One was the 

Geroon NCO who had dressed LAn~O ' S wound : he was now hard hit 

in the shoulder . Fro:!J the mound the group Vias ta.lcen to a Ger­

man field hospital in the d i l'ection of BEST (Aid Station, i{jap 

4) . \ihen the .Ace:rica~ ta.n.?s started tl1eir drive , the hospital 

staff becaJle ;{!1.ol1y de:.1oralized . ~:L""RZBO',rSKI and his men dis ­

armed them and captured the hospital . Those who \Iere not 

directly serving the wounded were taken alone when the group 

escaped to A.merican :zrou:::ld . They said they ".;ould go alons 

willingly, if they were made 4W1eri can , not British priso~ers . 

,....* * 
2nd Battalion h'a s ordered frOiJ the position at 1700 to an as­

senely a=ea in ST 03DJ:trnODE: a nd al~rived there e.t 1900 vlithout 

incident . 

STOPKA got orders to ta}:e his battalion on back ; they -~-'{ere 

be disposed over the zround approxima~ely a s the night 

They made it just before dar~c. T~e L~G section \las :put 
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s i t ion to cover fiis y 1~30 

there ':iere ~mer.1Y tanl-:s nearinG its CP o The 12 ta_t:.:s ',; ith. 502 

.....ere accordingly dispatched to that pO int . The 327th Recii­

ment had co~e in on the north and tied in to STOPKA' S position 

'/lith patrols. There vias little action durin.~~ t~:e ni.:;ht ex­

cept for artille~c~T fire frOtl BEST. 

At 0630 Eattalion ~ot orders to proceed north and take uy ~o-

3i'Gion at ST O:c:n:.::.NRODE. At 0 900 , the order3 were chan:;ed . 

3attalion was to hold s teady until 1600 .. At about. that Sa::1e 

,/ il~ t',IO batteries of the 31ider- borne J77th FA Battal ion ......_ ......_ 

C9...l11e into t he !)osition . Tee ;:; ae;.:Iy wade several attempts to 

rove dO\ ffi tho;; ro ":vl f ro.a the north durin;3 the day but his v abi­

cles were al1<laY5 observad in tL19 .ind dis;;orsec1. at long ran.:se 

by artillery fire . At 1200 He:si:\'l.e:1t asked 8:'O?K.<\ if he could 

neVi 1Il0ve out . He replied : ;;:10 , I' u ,3:e t tillu heav:r ar ti l:ery 

r'-i.lt:l i'ro.i.l BE3'r at th is ninuta . I don't ..,-Ian't to ,· .,ste l:'lOre 

.li1en usel e ssl~r . :i The other F'l ttalior" be in~ on ~'i'OFK.A. 'S r ear, 

passed a relatively quiet day . In Did ­ afterlwon, t he enemy 

f i re began to slacken , due , it is believed (STO!':a ' 3 .lords) , 

'to cO!lsistent cou:lter - battery work . 

2nd Battalion left tiD position at the appointed hour as a for e­

stated and 3ro. P~~talion folIc' ,3d it Otl'C , arl~ivin:_ at ST 

OED3N'~Oru ... .t .... h"ll t. eVe'1G . 

-, 
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