









































on that decision he called the left flank back,

But of these actions and decisions DUFTFY knew notiaing. The
two runners which WIERZBOWSKXI sent after DUFFI came back and
reported they couldn't find him., WIERZBOWSKXI weat out to
gearch but didn't do any better. DUFFY and his wmen had fallen
back toward the main woods, come under fire aszain, and re-
treated deener into the woods south of H (Map 2). WIZRZBOWSKI
told the runners to keep up the search and he went back to
JONES, leaving his sqQuad at the edze of the woods, with the
runners, ' JONES told him that he wanted a place to reorganize
the company and WISRZBOWSKI said that the place he left his
squad would be suitable. Tae remainder of the 2nd Platoon

(1 squad) lsd off to the new assembly point. The Sngineers

(1 platoon less 1 squad) followed, Company HY then pulled
away from the highway and the 3rd Platdon withdrew from the
right flank. 1st Platoon followed down the highway, across
the ditch and down the road. They woved inve the wood, re-
lieved 2nd Platoon of the defense, and set up a perimeter
about 75 X 50 yards; where the balance of the company remain-
ed while WIERZBOWSXI went on south with his badly depleted
group to try to wrest a bridze from the German Ariy in the

darkness.

But the 2nd Squad of 2nd Platoon, which had been with 3rd
Flatoon, hadn't received the order to withdraw. Three nmen

of the squad were in the corner house to the northeast of the






young plantation of jpine planted in evenly ciheckered rows
and with fire breaks running clear throuzh the »nlantation
every 20-25 yards. The Germans had filtered into the plan-
taticn and spaced machine zuns out so that thev covered some
of the lanes for ﬁheir entire length; yes there was no way
of knowing at which of the lanes the advancing »nlatoon would
draw fire. Despite their dwindling numbers, JITIRZBC /SXI'S
men seemed to him to be still eazer, but anxious; they felt
that they would have to aet down to the bridze before the
lizht failed and they thought they were losing valuable tine.
(His description of their attitude,) When the machine zuns
opened on them at the first fire lane, WIZRZEOWSKI felt that
additional restraint was necessary, and he told taem to pro-

ceed slowly, and check at eacik lane,

v

That made the movement plodding. There was a lane every 15
rows of trees. They could travel only that far collectedly,
Then at the edge of the lane tuey stonped and dashed across
it, one man at a time., 3IZEvery taird or fourth lane, they did
so under fire: it was possible to see at least 40O yards
along the lanes and the German guns which were ponping at
ther were well off to the flanks, Finally tie wiole coluan
moved alonz in a line of files, and JIIRZBOWSKI ordersd them
to swing about 75 yards more to the leftward as he noped to
gzet the remainder of his force down to the bhridys without ex-
1en iato

t sing them which he would have To do if ne movad ©
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COLE and MICEHAELIS consulted eariy in the mornins and it was
decided to send 502-2 across uie rizght flank to try and take
the heat off COLE'S nen. What had been intended as a routine
job for a platoon was now bécomin@ a regimental assignment.

As tie 1lizht grew, so did the fire from the nertn, west and
south, and COLE »nulled 502-3 deeper into the ijoods. But the

trees were so evenly swnaced that they »nrovidzd little cover —

and the holes were dug deep.

Bn 2 had landed on the Drop Zone at 1330 the day before, and
within 1 hour and 10 minutes was 97 »percent complete, It

moved in column of companies to a position at FRATERHOEF and

THE ADVANCE OF set up a perimeter defense, Ab
CEHAPPUIS :

1600, it #oved to an assembly area
just north of ZCil ready %o supzort the SOotw Rezliment's action
toward ZIIDHOVEN, At 0400 next morning, before ceoasulting
CCLE, IITCHAXLLIS alerted 502-2 to move on ZEST and relieve

H

COLE, and then secure the road bridze. LT CCL STEVE CHAFFUIS
moved out at 0800, morth to HALTE WOLFSYWINKSL and then west

to 4,13-275. ¥e was hearing frca COLE vlia radio tact ne was
having to adjust his defensive arranz
now crowding him from all sides. ®I'11l be zlad to see you,*
said COL&, "™when you get here, CHAPPUIS was ©o acﬁerulnp

the location of COLE'S rigziht flaank; 502-2%s i:ission then, wita
its left pivoting on 502-3, was vo drive ou in Co BEST, then

swing south to the bridge., ClHAFPPUIS' Battalion :zoved into an



http:Si::.'i.8S


















http:GeriJ.a.il




u

to lcok him over. WATSON thouzht his testicles had been shot
off and he begged WIZRZDOWSKI to take nis 45 out and shoot
him, NIERZB@HSKI Gragzed him 150 yards back to the lines.
His testicles were all rizht. PVT LUTHER was hit and killed

v a she agment in the head. T MANN was hit by tio
o)y hell fragment in the head. PVT MANN w by t©

Hut in

@]
@

more bullets. He was bandaged and his arms had o
slings but he begsed WIZRZBOWSKI to let hia stay with the de-
fenders instead of putting hiir in the foxhole witi the other
" wounded; the rejuest was granted. PVT NCRTIIUF, ait in the

™

base of the spine, died from loss of blood, By now the de-
tachment was out of medical supplies. LIEUT LATR and SGT
BETRAS of the Idngineers volunteered to try aand break through
for aid. A few minutes later, EATRAS came in iwounded. They
had been ambushed and LATIR had been knockéd dovi by a bullet

and then captured.

Sorme time in the early afternoon a British recoanaissance car,
accompanied by a British armored car, came up on tne other

side of the Canal. i IJSRZBO.JSKI yellad across to them, tell-

U

TURE LONG AFTEZRNCOL ing of his sitgation. The Germans

opened Tire on %12 Two cars, which

and orenea firs on

= 1

rulled around thas corner of a bulldin:
tiie Germans viith all of their maciine guns. The Cerman Iire
juieted: in the Tace of a determined steand by one armered car,
vhe German zarrison on the other side ol tine Canal got out.

CPL DANIEL L. CORIZAY found a small boat at the bank, roved
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