17th Battalion, 7th Armoured Division

Name: GOERS, Leo W ;A=
Rank: TEC4

Age:27

No.37174737
Unit:17th Battalion
7th Armoured Division

Missing since:27-10-1944
Next of Kin: Dakota

KIA Information: Known to have been missing in action in the area of Asten-
Meijel road. Said to have been killed inside the tank, body burned.

Leo W. Goers (C/17) of Mendota, Minnesota, was one of four of the five crew
members killed when their tank was hit 29 Oct 1944 just SE of Heusden,
Netherlands. Since the area remained in combat, it was not until later that British
troops controlled the area and found the remains. They buried three (2d Lt Robert
W. Denny, Cpl. Elwyn Holdiman, Pvt. Michael Ferris) but the charred torso of a
fourth crew member was too delicate to handle and was left in the tank. But then
British ordnance troops, unaware of the remains in the tank, loaded it onto a flat
car and shipped it to Paris for salvage by the US Army. At the railyard north of
Paris, the remains were discovered in the tank, but since all documentation
remained in the Netherlands, they had no way to identify the burnt man.

So he was buried as Unknown X-43 at the Solers, France, temporary US military
cemetery. We know all this because the two separate files -- the Individual
Deceased Personnel File of Leo W. Goers and the X-file for Solers X-43 -- have now
been found to contain the same information, including the same serial number for
the tank: 30282237 with markings 7AD-17-C-8. Up until recently, these files have
been out there for more than 70 years, but the fact that they both refer to the same
tank has only recently been found.

The Defense POW-MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) has the mission of increasing "to
the maximum extent possible the number of missing Service personnel accounted
for annually". It is now hoped that DPAA will recognize this powerful evidence that
Solers X-43 is almost certainly Leo W. Goers and disinter the remains of X-43 (now
buried at the Epinal, France, US Military Cemetery, Plot B, Row 4, Grave 21) for
comparison with the DNA of family members of Leo Goers.


https://www.7tharmddiv.org/docrep/images/7AD/17%20Tank/IDPFs/Goers,%20Leo%20W-17C.pdf
https://www.7tharmddiv.org/docrep/images/7AD/17%20Tank/IDPFs/Goers,%20Leo%20W-17C.pdf
https://www.7tharmddiv.org/docrep/images/US-Non-7AD/AGRS/Cemeteries/France/Solers/Solers_FR_X-Files/Solers_FR_X-043.pdf

26 Aug 2019 Update: 7th Armored Division Association Historian Wesley Johnston
located multiple members of Leo Goers' family, including his only surviving sister.
Several family members have provided DNA family reference samples to DPAA. The
status of the case is not known, since DPAA does not provide any information until
the identification is confirmed -- which could take 2-3 years, based on experience
with DPAA's handling of past cases.

1 Jun 2020 Update: DPAA provided the family with a report in Feb 2020. The
disinterment of Solers X-43 has been approved. However, all disinterments are
suspended during the Covid-19 pandemic.




